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K’taka battle: BJP wins

RR Nagar, Sira; bags
3 of 4 seats in council

Anil.Gefji@timesgroup.com
pu vl B
RBengaluru: The BJP conti-
nued its winning streak wres-
ting Sira and Rajaraj sshwarl
Nagar assembly constituen-
cies in byelections and won
three of the four legislative
council seats from teachers’
and graduates’ constituenci-
5. The election results were
announced onTuesday
Thetwin victories willhelp
CM BS Yediyurappa silence
his detractors and put a lid on
talkof aleadership change, be-
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sides pushing the party’s
strength in the assembly to 119.
The Congrass has 67 and JD(S)
33 members; there are two va-
cancies in the lower house.

In RR Nagar, west Benga-
luru, Bd¥'s N Munirathna,
whose resignation from the
Congressandthe assembly se-
at necessitated the bypoll, de-
feated Congress greenhornB
Kusuma, wife of late former
1AS officer DK Ravi, notching
his third straight victory
from the constituiency. Despi-
teswitchingthe parties Muni-
rathna extended his victery
margin to 57,936 votes. Kusu-
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BIPSRORES B/3

} AIBEMIBLY TOUNBIL
RR Magar: puttanna,
N Munirathna | SV Sankanur,
Sira: Rajesh | ShashilG
Gowda GM | Namoshi )
(Result awailed in 4th seal)
[BJP'S victories are extremely

special, reaffirm pecple’s
unwavering faith in the
raform agenda of the Cenitre
and state government under
BSY. i thank the people and
laud karyakartas' efforts

=33 Modi in a tveel

ma bagged 67,798 votes in her
first poll puting. Munirathna
is expected to land a cabinet
berth promised by the CM du-
ringthe bypollcampaign.
InTumakaru’s 3ira, BJFPs
CM Rajesh Gowda, a radiolo-
gist and son of former Cong-
ress MP CP Mudalagiriyap-
pa. pipped six-time MLA and
ex-Congress minister TB Jay-
achandra by 12,948 votes.
Gowda, who joined BJP after
the bypolils were announced,
has helped BJP register its
Arstvictoryin Sirasineeld57.
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DSy candidate Ammajamma, wife of de-
3 ceased legislator B Satyanarayana and 2
; poll® debutant, was pushed to a distant

third place with 35,982 votes despite former

Prime Minister HD Deve Gowda leading the

party campaign. [z the 2018 polls, J ayachan-

drahadlost toSatyanarayana by 10,200 votes.

The wins will help Yediyurappa earn eniough

wiggle room to expand his cabinet, besides

surthering the caunse of his son BY Vijayen-
dra, who is looking to emerge as his father’s
suceessorin the family

DK Shivakumar, who was lookingtomake
an impressive start as Congress state chief
with an electoraltriumph, suffered asetback
with thepartylosing Vokkaliga-majority RE
Nagar andfailingto win Sira. Hisploy toplay
the caste card failed to impress the voters 1n
RR Nagar.

The JD(S)faced the ignominy of iosing Si-
ra it had wonin2018 and 1osing depositin RR
Nagar despite the party's first family plung-
inginto campaigninginthe twinseats,

In the council polis, BJP was leading in
west graduates', northeast teachers’ and
Bengaluru teachers' constituencies. Count-
ingof votesin scutheastgraduates’ constitu-
ency isstillon. The results are expected late
in thenight.
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