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: en of 15 Gu:a Congress members Ie by Leader of Oppo
Kavlekar ¢.~aaletter seeking the merger of their factioninthe BJP to
Speaker Resesh Patnekar, in Panaji, on Wednesday. pm
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The five MLAs, who are the only ones left

of the Congress legislature party; are four

Goa, fromPage 1.

former chief ministers namely Digambar

Kamat, Luzinho Faleiro, Ravi Naik, Prataps-
ingh Rane and Aleixo Reginaldo.

Chief Minister Sawant told reporters at
the state legislative complex, that the two-
thirds split in the Congress party, would

.. make his government more stable,

He however ruled out any Cabinet re-
shuffle, but hinted that it could be in the
ofﬁngsoon

“This is a welcome sign for the BJP in
Goa, becausemtlﬂ'fl\/[[Asourpartywillbe
ableto deliver a better, stable government,”
Sawant said.

Speaking to DH Speaker Rajesh Pat-

nekar confirmed the split and the subse-

quentmerger. “Ten Congress MLAs have
merged with the BJP. The CM has also in-

. formed this, office that the strength of the
'BIP in the state Assembly has increased
to 27. T bave accepted botli the requests,

Patmekarsaid. .
Kavlekar, theleaderofthe Cong esssphn—
ter group and now a newly inducted BJP

-MLA, said that the merger of the splinter

Congress group into the BJP, would ensure
more development in the constituencies of
the 10 MLAs. “We'will also strengthen'the
hands of the chief minister in giving better
governance to people,”Kavlekar said.
With the latest developmenr, the BJP
now has 27 MLAs inthe 40-member state
Assembly, where the majority nzquired to
forma governmentis Z1. Itis eurrently sup-

~ported by three MLAs of the Goa P,orward

party and three Independent MLAS.

The development reduces the govern-
ment’s dependence oven allied MLAs, BJP
sources suggest thay allied lawmakers, who
are Cabinet ministersinay be dropped. '
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focus was riveted on
neered a splitin the 15-mem- ;

Karnataka's ongoing political
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The stunning development
takes the BJP’s legislative
The rebellion was led by

dramaandtheIndiz-New Zea-

land World Cup semifinal on
in Goa, the ruling BJP engi-

PANAJ, DHNS: Even as the
Wednesday, in a major coup
ber Congresslegislature party. |
It managed tobreak 10MLAS, |
who later joined the BJP in ;
a series of developments
which played cut through late
evening.

strength from 17 MLAs to 27
MLAs in the 40-member Goa
Legislative Assembly, well
above the majority markof 21.
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