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‘CD scandal State govt. sets up SI'T

Terms of reference restricted to unearthing those involved in the making of CD

o
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The State government late on
Wednesday announced 2
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) probe into the alleged
scandal involving the former
Minister Ramesh Jarkiholi.

Soumendu Mukherjee, Ad-
ditional Commissioner, Ben-
galuru City Police, will head
the team.

The team’s tertns of refe-
rerce will be restricted to un-
earthing who was involved in
the making of the widely cir-
culated CD that purportedly
showed Mr. Jarkiholi’s inti-
mate moments with a woman
and their motives. It will, ho-
wever, not go into the allega-

| tion that the woman in the vi-
dy/das promised a job in
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Soumendu Mukherjee

return for sexual favours.

Home Minister Basavaraj
Bommai made the announce-
ment on the probe after at-
tending a meeting chaired by
Chief Minister B.S. Yediyu-
rappa and senior police offic-
ers.

Mr. Jarkiholi had written to
Mr. Bommai on Tuesday
seeking a probe into the scan-
dal. “He stated that the CD
case was a conspiracy aimed
at character assassination,
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The Karnataka High Court
has ordered issue of notic-
es to the Centre and the
State government and 70
media platforms on a peti-
tion filed by a lawyer and
BIP member, seeking a di-
rection to the authorities to
take steps to safeguard the
right to privacy of indivi-
duals. »PAGES

causing political damage and
for defaming him,” Mr. Bom-
mai said.

Earlier Mr. Jarkiholi, who
said he had hired private de-
tectives to ptobe the people

behind the alleged scandal to
implicate him, had said that
“four leaders” were involved
in the “conspiracy.” Mr. Jarki-
holi had demanded a probe
either by the CBI or the CID.
The former Minister had to
step down from his post as
Large and Medium Irrigation
Minister after allegations
were levelled against him
that he had sought sexual fa-
vours from a woman after
promising her a job. Howev-
er, the complainant in the
case, Dinesh Kallahalli, with-
drew the complaint days af-
ter filing it. Meanwhile, the
Cubbon Park police are conti-
nuing their effort to track
down the woman in the video
clips and will hand over the
details of the probe to the SIT.



