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- RSpasses

. billto provide

. autonomy to
govt ports

Times News NETWORK
1 il 13
: New Delhi: The Rajya Sab-
: haon Wednesday passed the
: Major Port Authorities Bill,
3 which seeks to provide grea-
. ter autonomy and flexibility
: to ports under the ceniral
f government py creating 2
i Boardof MajorPortAuthor— :
¢ ity for each such entity and
i replacing the existing port
: trusts.Thebillwaspassedby
i the Lok Saphalastyear.
H This is for the first time
i abill was put to a division
¢ during the pandemic when
i restrictionsare in place for
; the seating arrangement of
: members. But befors the
; bill was passed with 84
{ members supporting the
i bill and 44 voting against it,
i mostof the opposition par-
i ties targetted the govern-
1 ment and alleged the move
i wasajmedat preparing the
; ground to benefit higecorpo-
i rates. RJD leader Manoj
¢ Jha said. “This is & VEry
i transparent government.
i Just by looking at the bill
¢ you canmake out who is be-
. hind this. It's an amazing
i art of its own tO find out
who will be the beneficiary
whenyougothrough abill.”
Port and shipping min-
ister Mansukh Mandaviva
rejected such charges say-
ing "PM Modi is friend of
all Indians”. Mandaviya
said his two predecessors,
late Arun J aitley and Nitin
Gadkarihave made it clear
that no major port will be .
privatised and he was the
third one to make this com-
mitment 10 Parliament.
Them'mistersaidtherewas
_ need to give autonomy to
. run ports to give full free-
. dom totake commercial de- -
i cisions S0 that they can
| compete with private ports.
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