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Govt. speaks Mann Ki Baat
“but won't hear Kisan ki Baar

Congress leader says protesters are asking for MSP law
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The Rajya Sabha on We(flnés::‘\"if

day took up the discussion
on the Budget with Congress
leader Kapil Sibal leading
the attack from the QOpposi-
tion. He hit out at the go-
verninent saying they want
t0 speak only their “Mann K
Baat” and not listen to “Ki-
san ki Raat”.

Referring to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s claim in
the House on Monday that
the MSP will remain un-
touched, Mr. Sibal asked,
“You ciaim that the new laws
will ensure that the farmers
will get more than the MSP.
Then what is the problem,
why don't you put this in the
law?”

The agricultural reforms
that the Modi government
has brought in have already
been tested in America and
Europe, which resulted in
corporatisation of farming
killing the small farmers, he
said.

“In 2020, American farm-
ers were saddled with bank-
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Kapit Sibal
ruptcy of more than 425 bil-
lion. This is corporatisation
of farming and the resul of
corporatisation. In fact, the
rate of suicide in rural Amer-
ica is about 45% higher than
that in urban America. Small
farm lands have disap-
peared,” he said.

And unlike the U.S,, in In-
dia 40-60% are involved in
agriculture and therefore
the government should have
had consuliations before
bringing in the laws. “The
problem is you are not lis-
tening to ‘Mann ki Baat’ of
farmers. You always talk
about your ‘Mann ki Baat’.
What are farmers asking?
Farmers are asking for MSP

faw...,” Mr. Sibal said.

When corporations ask
for tax relief and exemp-
tions, the government gives
them. “But when farmers
ask for MSP, vou are not rea-
dy to give. Poor farmers are
asking minimum, you give
maximum to corporates...,”
he said.

He also slammed the go-
vernment for what it called
“perpetuating a rigged eco-
nomic system” and data jug-
glery. He said the Budget
was bereft of any thought for
the poor and the unem-
ployed.

Mr. Sibal said, “There are
four-five big boys who own
almost all assets in this coun-
try, and one very big boy is
everywhere. No; I will not
name anybody. He is eve-
rywhere — ports, airports,
city gas distributdon centres,
railways, everywhere”

He added, “After all you
have to give airports to the
person in whose airplanes
you flew. This despite the re-
servations of the NIT I/
Aayog.” i
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