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Budget
debate starts
firstinRS
msteq F 9 i; LS
NEW DELLI I, DHNS: The
Rajya Sabhgbegan the

i ion on Union
Budgeton Wednesday.
Itisonly the sixth timein
Parliamentary history
thatthe Upper House
started the debate first
instead ofthe .ok Sabha.

Earlier on five oeca-

* siong— in1955,1959,
1963,1965and 2002
~thediscussion on the
Budget commenced first
inthe Rajya Sabha.

Usually, the Lower
House starts the debate
onthe Budget first. How-
ever, thistime dueto
disruptioninLok Sabha
last week over farmers
issue, thedebate on
Motion of Thanks to
thePresident’s Address
could notbe conclnded
onFridayasscheduled.

TheRajya Sabha
started the discussion at
around 1 pm with senior
Congress MP Kapil Sibal
initiating the debate
andaimed shotsat the
government accusing it
ofhaving no heart forthe
poor but helping crony
capitalists. BJP MP and
former Bihar Deputy
ChiefMinister Sushil
KumarModi countered
Sibal, saying thatitwas
the firsttime in 23 years
that the Sensexboomed
onaBudget day. The
LokSabhaadopted the
motionof thanks only
onWednesday evening
after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's reply

- followingwhich ittook

i upthe Budgetdebate,




