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JD(U)’s Harivansh files

for RSdep
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i New Delhi: Even as opposi-
i tion parties are contemplat-
i Ingto field a joint candidate
i for the post of Rajya Sabha
: deputy chairman’s post, Ja-
i nata Dal (United)’s Hari-
© vansh, who filed his nomina-
: tion papers as NDA candi-
i dateon Wednesday, is poised
{ toretainthechairforthessc-
i ond consecutive time with
: ruling party members confi-
i dentof adequatenumbersin
: caseof avoting.

: Harivansh’s first set of
: nominationpaperswerepro-
: posed by BJP president J P
¢ Nadda and seconded by lead-
i er of Rajya Sabha Thawar-
¢ chand Gehlot, while the sec-
: ond set of nomination pa-
: pers were filed by Union
i minister Ram Vilas Paswan
i and seconded by alliance
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Harivansh, who filed his
nomination papers as NDA
candidate on Wednesday, is
poised to retain the chair for the
second consecutive time

parter SAD’s Naresh Gujral.
While Harivansh filed the
nomination papers, BJP is-
sued a three-line whip, asking
its Rajya Sabha members to
be present in the House on
September 14, the first day of
the monsocon session of Par.
lizment, when the election is
slated tobeheld, if necessary,
The last date for filing
ngminations ig September
11. The election will take
Dlaceafter oath-taking of the
newly elected members,
Although Congress and
some other opposition par-

ties are learnt to have decid-
ed to field DMK leader Tiru-
chi Siva as their candidate,
NDA sources said efforts are
onto convince all partiesfor »
unanimous election of Hari-
vansh tothe post.

“Even Congress and its
allies know that we have the
numbers,” a senicr BJP
member said. The party fi-
nalised itsstrategy at a meet-
ing held by home minister
Amit Shah with Gehlot and
Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister Pralhad Joshi on Tues-
daynight.
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