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/K’taka won’t scrap SSLC exams
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PRIMARY and Secondary Education Minister 8 Suresh Ku-
mar on Tuesday said the state will go ahead with conducting
the SSLC examinations from June 25 to July 4 and there is no
| question of cancelling it.

| Speaking after participating in a meeting of Education
Department officials, he said students who are in contain-
ment zones will have the option of writing the supplemen-
tary exams. However, educationist Dr Niranjanaradhya VP
said that “life is more important than exams”. “A decision
should be taken in the best interests of the children. Irequest
the State Government and the Education Minister to recon-
sider the decision,” he told TIVIE. P2
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classes thumbs down

PEARL MARIA D'SOUZA
o Bengalory, 2 |

ONLINE classes have found
little favour with students, a
survey has found, with many
of them saying that they are
not ready to face examina-
tions based on these lessons.

“While internals were held
for all subjects, just two papers
were taught to us via video lec-
ture,” said Sanket, a final-year
student from a private engi-
neering college in the city, “If
the syllabus was completed, it
would have benefitted us, but
we were forced to read text-
books on our own.”

“Many from our class have
returned to their villages.
Classes are interrupted, and
several even missed their in-
ternal examination because
they couldn’t log in,” said
Kishore, a final-year student
who returned home to Tumak-
uru during the lockdown.

Although colleges allowed

an open-book examination of
90 minutes, several students
wére unable to make it. A sur-

vey by All India Democratic
Students’ Organisation among
students of 210 engineering
colleges found that they fear
online classes are alienating
poor students from the learn-
ing process. “Final-year stu-
dents are on the threshold, the
university should conduct of-
fline classes and examinations
for them on priority The gov-
ernment should waive all stu-
dent education Ioans,” said
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B Survey sample: 3,980 engg
students from 213 colleges

B 371% not ready to face exams
B 01.2% couldn’t follow classes
W 773% did not attend mast classes

Ashwini K8, state president,
AIDSO, and Ajay Kamath,
state secretary, AMSO.
“Online education can nev-
er be a comprehensive model,
it can at best become a mono-
logue lecture one, and aid for-
mal education. If it replaces
time-tested classroom teach-
ing, it will be a catastrophe. In
India, where many have no ac-
cess to technology, imposing
online teaching will be highly
discriminatory and anti-
poor.” said VN Rajashekar,
state secretariat member,
Save Education Committee.
Visvesvaraya Technological
University officials, too, say
the problem of connectivity
has disallowed several stu-
dents from answering internal
examinations. VTU Vice-
Chancellor Karisiddappa ad-
mitted that a number of stu-
dents were unable to attend
the internals, due to band-
width and connectivity issues
“Talks are on to allow them a
chance to write their examina-
tion once college reopens. Of-
fline exams will not be held in
a hurry, and will be in conso-
nance with the MHA and Al-
CTE guidelines,” he said.
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