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ar;est in multip
FiRs res.stered aca
for allecadly I\.ecung and
sharing unverificd news that
a young farmer died at the
hiands of the police during
the tractor rally held on Re-
piblic Day.

A Bepch, led by Chigf Jus-
tice of India Sharad A.
Bobde, stayed any coercive
action or arrest againsi Mr
Theroor, Rejdeep Surdesai,
Anant Nath, Paresh Nath, Vi-
nod i, jose, Mrinal Pande
angd Zafzr Agha. The SBench
scneduled 2 Iieal tng on me-
rits after a forinight.

Notices issued

The court issued notice to
the States and law enforce
ment zuthorites, including
the Cenire, and the Utiar
Pradesh and Delki police.
The Bonch moted that the
petitions were covered by
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earlier decisions to pratect
Republic TV chief Arnsh
Goswami from arrest in a
SEPQI‘G‘LL Casa.

“What wrong has been
committed by them? Mo reb-
gious sentiments wars hurt.
The news was correcied,” se-
nior advocate Mulul Rehat-
gh, for Mr. Jose, submitted
dm"!nT the virtizal hez

But Selicitor Gcneral
Tushar Riehta szid  the
tereets had a “horrendous
cffeu ;

“They have followings in
lzkhs,” said Bir. Wehta, ep-
pearing for the Delhi police.

initially, during the hear-
ing, senior advocate Kapil Si-
bal, for Mr.Tharoor and
some other pettioners, in-
sisted on the court maling i
clear that there would be no
coercive action against tha
petiionars. “Secticn 124A
IPC (Sedition) has bheen ad-
ded for thair tweets [in the
FiRs).. Protect them during
the period of the notice.” M.
Sibal urged the court.
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Justice Bobde asked him the
reason for his apprehension
OI arrests.

“The jnvesiization agen-
¢y Is in Deihi..” Mr. Sibal
replied.

“Sq, are you going to ar-
rast b\, the time wa hear
you?” Chief Justice Bobde
zsied My Adzhia,

Mr. Mehta safd he was on-
ly appearing for ane Stara,
The FIRs were registered in
multiple Statss, imcluding
Uttar Pradesh. This led the
Cil1o go zhead and indicate
that a stay on arrest would
be necessary,

However, Mr. Mehia indi-
catad that, in time, in the
case, he would be appearing
for all the awhorities con-
cerned. “But what is tiie
prejudice caused if such a
staterment is made [by the
court]?” Mr. Sihal asked.

“We have staved arrest,”
the €l comcluded the
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discussion.

Mr. Tharoor azd omfrs
had moved the s uprem
Court againse ch: arges of s
dition, promotion ofenm’ty
znd criminal ccwpwaq le-
velled 2gainst them for Dosi-
ing “malaﬁdc C]lELH.Lﬂ?.tOL\
’Jse and  mislea
tweets accusing
Police of Ll Imcr
during the tracior
RﬂprHc Day.

The FIRs, registered bj
Delhi and Gurugram Polic

and Uttar Pr me:h acc 'sec'
them of posting instigati g
tweets and dell berately cir-

Cllating fake paws accosin
the De hi Police of the mﬁ
der of a person driving a
tractor during the violencs
on Republic Day,

“This was clearly done
with an intent to engineer
large-scale rints and reli.
gious tension among difia-
rent cominunites,” the Gu-
rugram Police FIR read.



