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y’s nod,

BSY set

to expand cabinet on Jan 13

Bengaluru: Sankrantiisset
toarriveoneday earlyformi-
nisterial aspirantsinthesta-
te. Karnatakachief minister
BS Yediyurappa on Sunday
night said that he has secu-
red thenod of the central lea-

dership and will carry out

the long-delayed expansion

of the cabinet in the afterno-

onof Januaryi3.

Aftera4(-minutemeeting
with Union home minister

i * Amit Shah, Yediyurappa told
: reportersthathehad“sweet”
news about thereshuffle.

“We had a very fruitful
meeting, and I'm happy with
theoutcome. He hasgiventhe
seal of approval for the cabi-
netexpansion,” headded.

After the collapse of the
Congress-JI(S) government
in the state, BJP took the po-
wer baten in July 2019. Itcur-
rently has seven cabinet va-

! cancies, and the previous re-
i jig took place nearly a year
agoin February 2020,

Central leaders may approve
the names and send the list
to CM BS Yedivurappa today

Parties rush to pick
bypoll candidates

3 JP and Congressareina
hurry to shortlist

candidates for bypollsto
Belagavilok Sabha
constituency, Basavakalyan
and Maskiassembly segments.
Theelections are likely to be
heldin late February or early
March, report BV Shivashankar
& Shreyas HS. Ahead of 2023
elections, the bypolls will be
another high-voltage clash
afterSira& RRNagarpolls.P 3

The CM said that he will
fill all the seven vacancies
and the list is expected to be
ready by Monday. But he did
not elaborate on the likely
changes. “Well, | can’t ans-

. wer it for now. The leaders-

hip approves the names and
gives us alist. You will know
itthen,” said the CM.
Sources said the central
leadership will reportedly
approve the names and send

the list to the chief minister
by Monday evening.

Sources claimed that the
centralleadershipreportedly
backed Yediyurappa and spi-
ked doubts over leadership
change. When asked whether
he would complete the term
as CM, the Lingayat strong-
man said, “It 18 a question
which only you cananswer.”

»Bypoll victories, P 2

CM: Bypoll
victories
discussed .

p-Continued from page1l

ediyurappa said discus-
" gions with Shah also fo-

! cused on the successful gram
: panchayat elections, the re- :
i cent bypoll victories and the :
i need toannounce candidates’ !
! names for by-elections to Be- :
: JagaviLok Sabha seat and the

i two assembly segments of

: Maskiand Basavakalyan.

In the presence of BJP na-

: tional president JP Nadda
i and party national general
! gecretary (in charge of Kar-
! pataka) Arun Singh, Shahre-
¢ portedlyallayed fearsof Yedi-
. yurappa over the Karnataka
i high court ruling in the lan_d
! denotification case — 1N
! which the probe will contin-
. ye against him —and said it
: will have no bearing on his
! continuanceas CM.

Asked whether the issues

i raised by BJP lawmaker Ba-
! sangouda Patil IYamal were
: prought up during the meet-
! ing, Yediyurappa said: “On
! this happy occasion, why (do
 we) talk of that issue? Tdon't
! wish to respond (to that gues:
* {ion).” The CM, accompanied
: by sen and party state vice-
© president BY Vijayendra, re-
i {urnedtoBengalura atnight
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