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Govt withdraws SPG for Gandhi
family, CRPF to give Z+ security
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New Delhi: The government
has decided to withdraw the
SPG cover of the Gandhi fa-
mily — Congress president
Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi
and Privanka Gandhi Vadra
— and decided to replace it
with Z-plus protection provi-
ded by CRPF commandos.

The decision, which pro-
voked a political furore with
Congress accusing the go-
vernment of petty pclitics,
shall end the “elite” security
detail that the Gandhis have
had for more than three deca-
des, except for a brief period
between 1989 and 1991

In August this vear, for-
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WITHOUT TS COVER..,
> Lesser number of security
personnel armed with
relatively less sephisticated
weapons will guard Gancthis
» The security team will
have higher dependence
en state police during the
Ganchis' visits outside Delhi
» The family will no longer
be exempt from frisking at
airports & high-securty areas

mer PM Manmohan Singh’s
SPG detail was discontinued
and Z-plus protection exten-
ded to him by CRPE. The unly

VVIP riow protected by the
SPG is PM Narendra Modi.

A home ministry official
said, “The latest security co-
verreview isapericdical and
professional exercise based
on threat perception and is
purely based on professional
assessment by security agen-
cies.” The Z-plussecurity will
be similar to that provided te
VIPs like home minister
AmitShah.

The SPGwasset up in1983
with the purpcse of protec-
ting the Prime Minister. The
force was conceptualised in

. the wake of Indira Gandhi's

assassination.
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Gandhis failed to co-operate with SPG

b Continued frompp 1

“he Special Protection
Group included the PM.
thetr immediate family;

d‘a family: Itsn.les houe—ver
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I there have been several in-

stances when eaciof the three
members of the Gandhi fam-
ily failed to co-operate with the
| SPG by chocsing to #ravel in
non-bullet-resistant  vehicles
and undertook foreign visits
unaccompanied by officers, of-
teninforming theforce oftheir
plansat the eleventh hour

Sources indicated a pro-
posal to limit eligibility for
SPG — a highly-trained force
that is self-sufficient with its
own high-tech equipment and
aids including carslike BMWs
and sophisticated arms, and
also with statutory backing to
male the state police conform
to its requirements — was ini-
tiated in 201213 itself.

The justification for trim-
mingwasihatsinge SPGisex-
pensive, it needs to facror in
| every contingency including
terror threats and cannot
leave anything to chance, and
weeding our as many protec-
teesaspossible would gear the
force to the task of protecting
those with the highest threat

and former PMs & theirimme-"
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.i 592 occasions since
2015 (till May 2019) when
he travelled in 2 non-BR
“ vehicle in Delhi, almost one
|nC|dent every day

7 Occasions till
June 2019 when he did not
use BR car outside Delhi,
Onee, during a visit to
Banaskantha in Gujaratin
August 2017, his non-BR car
. was atfacked by a stone-peiter

and Ehe SPG PSQ injured
152 Foreian visits ouz of
a tofal 156 undertaken since
1991 when Rahu! did not
talke SPG officers. In most
of these 143 visits, itinerary
shared at 11th hour,
preventing SPG officers
from accompanying him

SO bl M
5 Occasions from
2015 to May 2019

when she did not

use 5PG BR vehicle

in Delhi. On ail but

one of these occasions,
Rahul drove her
gog-BR car

22 Unschedulad visits
te various places in the
country during which
she used non-8R cars
Foreign visits of
Senia siice 2015 when
she did not take SPG
officers along

s
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2019 when she didn't use $PG BR
vehicles for travel within Delki

Tlmes between 2015 & May

f*-r Occasions when Privanka
used non-BR vehicles at

other places in the country,
agamst SPG's advice

 Forgign visits out of a total 99
since 1391 whan she refused SPG
cover. On most occasions, sharad
plan at 12th hour. Briyanica has on

several cceasions since May 2014

alleged that $PG was coflecting
personal & confidential info &
sharing with Unauthorised persais.
SPG has countered the ailegations

perception. such as the Prime
Minister,

“lam not privy to the sen-
sitive inputs (on threat per
ception of the Gandhis) and
cannot comment except that
in the perception of security

and intelligence agencies,

their threat quotient has gone

- down to the extent thatsuch a

removal is warranted,” Yash-
ovardhan Azad. a former IPS
officer, said. Sources in the
CRPF said takeover of the

Gandhi family's  security
from SPG may easily take a
week to 10 days. with SPG
likely to help out with men
and material, including cars
and jammers that are not
readily available with CRPF
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