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Fadnavis

resigns

as Maha CM;

no compromise, says Uddhav

BJP: Our Doors
Always Open,
No Horse-Trade

Times News NETWORK ; , ..
R

Siibidi o

Mumbai: The ‘Mahayutl’ of
Maharashtra lay in tatters
on Friday with BJP and Shiv
Sena lashing out at each
other immeadiately after De-
vendra Fadnavis tendered
his resignation as chief mi-
nistertogoverncr B 8§ Koshy-
ari and was asked to conti-
nue as caretaker untit alter-

» FULL COVERAGE | PAGE 14
nativearrangements werein

place. While Fadnavis said
hisparty had neveragreedto

There was no
agreement on
sharing the CM's post in my
presence. | checked with our

party chief Amit Shah and
he too said Sena had senta
proposat to that effect but
nothing had been decided

| will be acting CM until the

governor makes alternative

arrangements. A re-election
gl isn't desirable.

| am sure the

next govt will

5 beled by BIP

- Devendra
Fadnavis
Caretaker CM

Amit Shah promised us

the CM's post will be
shared for 2.5 years each. The
CM (Fadnavis) knows this...
For the first time, Shiv Sena
and the Thackerays have been
accused of lying. But it is Amit
Shah & co that are lying

BJP should form the govt at
the earliest.., If we want to

talk to someone, we
wil! do it openly

= Uddhav Thackeray

Shiv Sena
!

chief  §
&

Sena and would not tolerate
the kind of criticism the Se-
na had heaped upon PM Mo-
di, Uddhav accused the BJP

of “lying" and regretted that
he had allied “with the
wrongpeople.”

Despite the apparent bre-

akdown, however, both lea-
ders refrained from announ-
cing the end of the saffron al-
liance, fuelling speculsiion
on whether they didn’t want
totaketheblamefor snapping
tiesorsimply to keep thedoor
open for renegotiation once
tempers have calimedabit.

With the term of the pre-
vious assembly ending on
Saturday, the governor, cons-
titutional experts said. isex-
pected to speed up the pro-
cess of government forma-
tion by calling the largest
party, followed by the second
largest party and so on until
he is satisfied a government
could be in place. If he isn't,
the state may be in for a spell
of President’s rule, the ex-
pertssaid.
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~ Prove horse-trading or
apaiogise says Fadnavis

chntmued from page 1
TOE Sl b g
~adnavis said at 4 m g5
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that he was confideni the
next government would be
led by BJP.

Dismissing allezations
made by some Congress
leaders that BJ? wus -
dulging in “norse-trading”,
Fadnavis said they should
prove it or apologise. "BJP,
while forming government.
will not do any horse-trad-
ing,” hestressed.

Fadnavis reiterated that
BJP had not, in his pres-
ence, agreed 1o egual shar-
ing of all posts, including
the CMship, with the Sena.
Hesaidhehadlater checked
with BJP ehief Amit Shah.
who too said no suci pruin-
ise had been made. He said
he had called Uddhav sever-
al times but he hadn'tiaken
the calls and instead step-
ped all talks. Fadnavis em-
phasised thai the Sena’s vit-
riolic attacks on PM Modi
were unacceptable to BJP
and even Congress ancd oth-
er opposition parties had
not used such language for

Mandateis for
safiron: Pawar
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: Pawaron rraday saidit
wasforthe BJP-Senaalliance
to form the government
sirice the saffroncombine
kadaclearmandate.
Speaxingafterameeting
with social justice minister
Ramdas Athavale, leaderof
the Dalit party RPI(A), Pawar
saidthe BiF hademergedas
the single-largest party and
convention dictated thatthe
goverporshouldinvite the
BJPlegislature party teader
fortheformationofthe
government. Athawale met
Pawar at his residence and
asked himtointerveneand
endthe deadlock TN
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The Senapresident. who
haid his own piesser so0n
after that of Fadnavis, said
he could not break bread
with “lars” and maore than
onee referred to “Shah and
coinpany,” who he sald had
not kept their word. Howey-
er, Thackeray said he had
high regard for R38 and

Long members
sh ftad to Jalpuy

snorssswinnersafihe

- Manarasht. aassembly
electionwereshiftedto
laipuron Friday over fears of
poaching by the BIP, whichis
short of numbers sinceits
pre-poll aity Shiv Sena
refuses to support itovera
chief ministership tussle.
Maharashtra Congress
politician Vijay Wadettiwar
said some MLA-elects were
moved to Jaipur after
specificinformationthata
few ofthem had been
offeredlarge amountsto
support the BIP. “We have
told our fegislatorstorecord
the phong conversation,”
Wadettiwar said. wn

asked whe&ler such” 1\, m,
on the BJP's part was in
rune with the idea of Hin-
dutva.

On forming the next
government, Thackeray
said, “Let the BJP stake
claim. Then we will think of
forming the new govern-
ment{if BJPfailstopassthe
majority test).”




