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‘Mahadayi: State govt. gearing
up to counter Goas allegations

Diversion of the Mahadayl waters is nearly Impossﬂz)le say officials

" RISHIKESH BAHADUR DE
BELAGAVI (& A A
Irngatlon Department offi-
cials in Karnataka are gear-
ing up to counter Goa Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant’s
claim that the State is divert-
ing the Mahadayi waters ina
way that it can change the
river’s course. Goa has filed a
contempt petition in this re-

gard in the Supreme Cowrt. |

Mr. Sawant had alleged at
a press Imeet in Panaji earlier
this week that Karnataka was
diverting the Mahadayi wa-
ters. He also alleged that Kar-
nataka had begun work on

the Kalasa-Banduri Nala pro- -

jects without due permits
and clearances from the
Central government. Subse-
quently, the neighbouring
State filed a contempt peti-
tion against Karnataka.

Karnataka Irrigation De-,
partment engineers told The °

Hindu that they were yet to
get a clear idea about what is
in the petition since there
was no official
communication.

“But based on Goa Chief
Minister’s press conference,’
we can infer that they are al-
leging that we have diverted
the Mahadayi waters in viola-
tion of rules. That is not
true” said  Mallikarjun
Gunge, managing director of
the Karnataka Neeravari Ni-
gam Ltd., the special pur-
pose vehicle tasked with the
Mahadayi project.

A ﬁle photo of the Mahadayi ﬂowmg in l(hanapur taluk of
Belagaw district.

“There has been ne diver-
sion of any kind. They have
also alleged that we have be-
gun work’ in the Mahadayi
river basin without obtain-
ing due permits from Central
agencies. That is also far
from truth. We have applied
to all jurisdictional agencies
and we are waiting for per-
missions,” he said.

“When the Mahadayi tri-
bunal, a Supreme Court-ap-
pointed body, gave its award
allocating separable share of
water to the riparian States,
both Karnataka and Goa op-

po}jﬁt. We have both ap-

proached the Supreme
Court against the award and
that is pending there. We will
take our next steps once that
is settled,” he added.
Diversion of the Mahadayi
waters is “nearly impossi-
ble”. because the barrier
built between the nalas and
the river is an underground
concrete wall that is six
metres wide, “It cannot be
opened or removed easily.
We have not even contem-
plated that,” he said.
Karnataka’s legal team in
New Delhi is also waiting to
hear about the petition. “We

are yet to get a copy of the
petition, if it has been filed,”
said Mohan Kataraki, senior
advocate in' the Supreme

. Court who is part of Karnata-

ka’s legal team. According to
him, Karnataka had ably an-
swered all the issues raised
in Goa’s conternpt in 2018.
“It was not very significant
and did not have much im-
pact. Similarly, we dor’t be-
lieve the current petition will
have much of an impact,” he
said.

Major and Medium Irriga-
tion Minister Ramesh Jarki- <
holi said his department had
not taken any illegal steps.
“We are taking all necessary
legal steps to get approvals
before starting work,” the
Minister said. '

Site visit

Meanwhile, Goa-based envi-
ronmentalist Rajendra Ker-
kar told The Hindu, “We re-
quested Goa to file the
contempt petition as Karna-
taka has gone ahead with the
diversion despite the assu-
rances given hy senior coun-
sel Fali Nariman. Goa go-
vernment epgineers have -
visited the work sites and
collected documents and
pictures of the diversion
waork. This is being present-
ed before the Supremne
Court” He claimed that it
Was ot a sustainable project -

and would cause great harm
to the Western Ghats. /



