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'~ Horatti likely to be
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Bengalurn; JDS)y MLC Basava-
raj Horatti and CongressMLC Na-
seer Ahmed filed nominations on
Monday for the council chairman
electionscheduled for Tuesday,

Horatti, Aanked by RJP and JD
(8} MLCs, including ministers Ko-
taShrinivas Poojary and MTB Na-
gavaj, filed his papers before the
council secretary while Ahmed
waz accompanied by Congress
funectionaries BZ Zamear Ahmed
Khan, BK Hariprasad and others,

The election was necessitated
following theresisnation of Cong-
ress’ K Prathapachandra Shetiy
aschalrman on February 4 to pre-
empt a no-confidence motion aga-
inst him by the BJB and JINS) ex-
tendingsupporttoit.

T Though Horatti is most certa-

in to win as the numbers are cle-
arly on his side, the uppousition
Congress, with the aim of engu-
ring a contest, has ficided Ah-
med. During the council deputy
chairman election too, Congress
has fielded its candiduts and had
said it was with an intention to
“expose” the JD(S) and its secu-
lar credentials. This time, they
are planning to do the same by £i-
elding a Musiim candidate. BJP
and JD(S) have joined hands for
the council ehairman and depu-
ty chairman’sposts,

As per the arrangement, BJP
MLCMEPranesh wason January
29 elected deputy chairman with
the backing of JINS), and now the
rulingparty will veturn the favour
J by supporting Horatti. BJP sour-

ces said the party asrocd to back
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7 JD{3) MLC Basavara]

© Horatli (L) and Congress’
4 Maseer Ahmed filed

| nomination papers

} on Monday, CM

| B5 Yadiyurappa helda

| meeting with all BIP MLCs
; and instructed tham to

3 vola for Horathi

Horatii as chairman instead of se-
eking the post for itself in return
for JI(S)’ support in its move to
oust Shetty and ensure passage of
certain key bills.

CM BS Yediyurappa on Mon-
day instrueted all BJP MLCs o
vote for Horatti.

Theearliey move by bathparti-
es in December to remove Shetty
as chabrman failed as their notice
of no-confidence was rejecied on
technicalgrounds. The Househad
witnessed high drama that day
with BJP-JD({S} and Congress
members hurling abuses and pus-
hing each other. Amnid the ruckus
on December 15, then deputy cha-
irman, late Dharmegowda, was
even puliedout of thechair,

The ruling BJP is the single-
largest party in the council with
31 seats, followed by Congress
with 29, JD(S) with 13, one inde-
pendentand one vacant seat(due
toeDharmegowda's death).



