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‘Anti-cow slaughter Bill will hurt farmers

FHome Minister detends Bill,

STAFTY REPORTER
BENGALURL) m[\\fb
Members of the Oppaosition
Congress and JD(S)} came
down heavily on the Karna-
taka Prevention of Slaughter
and Preservation of Cattle
Bill, 2020, which was later
passed amid din through
voice vote on Monday. They
dubbed it “anti-farmer” and
alleged that the aim is to a
target a particular
commutity.

Senior Congress member
C.M. Ibrahim said he was a
farmer ltimself and the Bill,
which prohibits slaughter of
all cattle except buffaloes
above the age of 13, would
adversely fmpact the farm
cconomy. “Once a Cow staps
giving milk, or an ox wrns
old, a furmer sells it and us-
es that moeney ta buy new
cows and oxen. A complete
ban en slaughter of cattle
now disrupts this chain. If
the povernment wants a
complete ban on slaughter,
they must buy the cattle
from farmers,” he said.

JB(S) MLC P. Thippeswi-
my suggested a long list of
amendments, including sec-
tions that impose a complete
ban on cattle slaughter.

Senior Congress leader B.
K. Hariprasad, quoting a
2012 caltle survey, said that
Stales with stringent cow
?ﬂghtcr laws had reported
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In onposiin Congreas and JD ($) members staging a protest in the Well of the Leg:slatwe
Council on Monday. »BiuaGYA PRAKASH K.

the sharpest decline in cuitle
population. “A cattle slaught-
er ban makes cattie rearing
unviable and farmers, who

Hinduism of Swami Viveka-
nanda nor the Hindutvi of
V.D. Savarkar that the BJP ful-
lows prescribed fanatic cow

presently protec-
dominate " _r;\!jw.-—q tion.”
the milk He al-
sector leged that

througlt cooperatives, will
slowly move away from if.
This might only lead te cor-
poratisation of the sector,”
he said, to loud protests
from the I'reasury benches.
He also said, “Neither the

the ruling BJP was only using
the law to play “communal
politics™ and encowrage vigi-
lante gau rakshaks.

Mr. Ibrahim and another
Congress member, Nascer
Ahmed, appealed to the go-

vernmernt “not to give a com-
munal colour to the Bill” and
said it had the potential to
encourage cow vigilantism,
which has earlier led to

lynchings. Mr. Ahmed also
said it was a cheap source of

protein consumed by a scc-
tion of the Hindu communi-
ty as well.

Cattle care

Home Minister DBasavaraj
Bommai defended the Bill,
arguing that it was for the

o

arguing that it is for the protection of cattle ‘that play a key role in our lives

A cattle skaughter
ban makes cattle
rearing nnviable
and farmers, who
presently dominate
the millcsector
through
cooperatives, will
slowly move away
from it. This might
only lead to
corporatisation of
the sector

B.IC HARIPREAD,
Congress leader

protection of cattle “that
play a key role in our lives.

especially cows that are
considered sacred in Indian
tradition”. He promised
that the Stite government
would make sufficient bud-
getary allocations to take
care of cartle. “We will in-
crease the capacity of exist-
ing goshalas and open more
as well,” he said.

Though he promised to
respond to the concerns
raised over farm economy is-
sues, the Bill was put to votce
before he could respond.

The BIP was keen on the
Bill being passed in the Le-
gistative Council on Monday
itself, before J1(S) member
Basavaraj Horatti was elect-
ed as the new Chairman on
Tuesday, a member of the
saffron party explained,



