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Cabinet okays ban on
7 hazardous chemicals

Times News Network o~ Indiais sending out chemicals under the Stock-

| ) a positive message holm Cenvention to Union

New Delhi: The Union Cabi- ministries of external af-
net on Wednesday approved a to the WOl'!d t'_mt . fairs (MEA) and environ-
ban on seven chemicals that we are activeinthis  ment inrespect of POPs that
environmentand e, § areaandwedonot  oce elready vegulated under
Stockholm Convention on tOIE,rate health and e’I‘ﬁglgzvt;r%iunnmeéoziém
Persistent Organic Pollutants environmental icals are Chlordecone; Hexa-
(POPs). The Stockholm Con- hazards, Prakash bromobiphenyl; Hexabromo-
vention is a global treaty to Javadekar said diphenyl ethér and Heptabro-

protect human health and en-
vironment from POPs which
are identified chemical sub-
stances that persist in the en-
vironment, bio-accumulatein
living organisms, adversely

Exposure to POPs can
lead to cancer, damage to
central & peripheral nerv-
ous systems, diseases of the
immune system, reproduc-

modiphenyl ether; Tetrabro-
modiphenyl ether and
Pentabromodiphenyl ether;
Pentachlorobenzene, Hexa-
bromocyclododecane and
Hexachlorobutadiene. India

affect human healthand have  tive disorders and interfe- had ratified the Stockholm
the property of longrangeen- rence with normal infant Convention on January 13,
vironmental transport. and child development. The 2006 as per Article 25(4),

“India is sending out a
positive message to the
world that we are active in
this area and we donot toler-
ate health and environmen-
talhazard”, said Union envi-
ronment minister, Prakash
Javadekar, while briefing on
the Cabinet’s decision.

POPs are listed in various
Annexes to the Stockholm
Convention after thorough
scientificresearch, delibera-
tions and negotiations
among member countries,
Besides approving the
ban, the Cabiret further del-
egated its powers to ratify

which enabled it to keep itself
in a default "opt-out" position
so that amendments in vari-
ous Annexes of the conven-
tion cannot be enforced on it
unless an instrument of rati-
fication/ acceptance/ approv-
aloraccessionisexplicitly de-
posited with UN depositary.
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