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*.°RS polls: Gowda to
dnnounce decisign today ,

BENGALURU, DHNS: For-
Mer prime minister [ D
Deve Gowda will announce
his decision on whether he
wi]]contesttheRajya Sabha
elections from Karnataka,
scheduled to pe held on
June 19, op Monday. The
senior leader is yetto an-
fiounce his decision, even
though JD(S) leaders were
keenon hiscandidarure a5
recentmeetingoftheparty.

State Congress Ppresi-
dentD K Shivakumar hag
hinted at backing Deve
Gowda’s candidature.
“There is no question of
Supporting BIP (for Rajya
Sabhapolls)aswe areasec-
ular party, We haye fielded
only one candidate and
high command wijj decide
(whether to back JD-S) on

anotherseat”he said.
Numbers in the Legisla-
tive Assembly ensyre two
seats for the RIP apd one
for Congress.JD(S)isshort
ofa fewseatsin the Assem-
bly to win a Rajya Sabha
Seat. According tg JD(S)
sources, Gowda jg likely
to contest the election. He
hadlost the 2019 Lok Sab-
a elections, contesting
from T,
While BJP s yet to an-
founce itg candidates,
It is learnt that they
aren't against the former
PM’s candidature, By the
p 1S wary of the mes-
s;gréy this would send 1o its
voters. Veterap Congress
leader Maliikarjuy Kharge
will file his nominaton for
Rajya Sabha on Monday.
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