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Jobgueta,
refrograde step

b _! T aryvana’s law for reservation of jobs in the private
b sector forlocal residentsis a retrograde measure
X _j_n hichwillhurttheinterestshoth the stateandthe
countiv. The EmploymentofLocal Candidates Biil 2020,
passed by the state assembly in November last year and
notified by the government last week, requires compa-
niesto reserve 75% of jobs with a gross monthly salary of
iess than Rs 50,000 for people born in the state or those
who have lived there for at least five years. It is part of
2 pepulist politics which seeks to appeal to the narrow
parochial sentiments ofthe peoplewithout reallyhelping
thert, The Jannayak Janta Party (JJP) led by Dushyant
Ciizutala, which is a partner of the BJP government i
the state, had promised job reservation for localsin the
e lastelection, and the governiment
| isnow trying to implement it as it
1

\

isdependenton the JJP's support.
| Last year, the government had
| promulgated an ordinance provid-

o ing forlocal job quota but the state
. © 4 governor refused assent for it. It
s & waslater passed by the assembly
and is sought to be implemented
now. [tis surprising that the BJP,
which claims to shun narrow sen-
Ty timents and considerations and to
Wby haveanationalview, acceptedsuch
o e a proposal and is now implement-
ingitasapolicyinastateruled byirt.
The consequencesarepredictable. Industryleadershave
rom the beginning opposed the policy. Theyrightly feel
hat when T.hEV invest moneyina company, they should
have the right to recruit the staff they need. When that
freedomis demed theymaydecide nottoin investin the
state. That prospect becomes veryreal inview of the fact
th-a.t industry hashad to seek skilled labour from outside

as there has been a shortage of many skills within the
state. Haryana's ad\rantace of proximity to the national
2 pmj andhaving anindustrialised citylike Gurgaon will

belost because of the unwise measure.

The constitutionalityofthelawisinseriousdoubt. The |
AndhraPradesh assembly has also passed a similar leg-
islation but ithasbeen challenged in the high court. The !
verdicrisyettobe proncunced but the courthassaid that
“tinaybe uncenstitutional” The laswseemstoviolate the
constitutional rights toequality, equality of opportunityin
gmiployment gnd toireedom of movement. Everycitizen
should have the right to live and work in any partof the
3 LI'V The Supreme Court has, in a 2014 ruling, said |
it “restrictions based on residence for the purposes
of emaploviment (are) unconstitutional”. What Haryana
chould doistoimproveits human resources and the skilis
ofits poople.
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