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HE debate on ‘One
Nation, One Election’
- in the Stafe Assembly
on Thursday and Fri-
~3 day, the first two days
: of the Budget Ses-
sion, led fo ruckus,
withthe Congress even term-
ing it as “RSS agendsa”. Ex-
cept for some spegches amid
all the pandemoeni i, there
was no debats on the isgue.
Veteran leader znd former
Lew Minister M C Nanaiah
savsitisalongprocess which
has io be first discussed in
Parliament and not in the
$tate Assembly. To address
raostof the issues concerning
theelections, the Central Gov-
ernmentmust make effortsto
build consensus on
bringing the much-
necded electoral re-
brmsand nutanend
to the *Aava Ram
Gava Ram'” culture
{rampani defections),
Nanaiah, who was
member of the Legislative
Comncil for five terms, feels.
Excerptsfrom an interview:

d

What are your views an
“One Nation, One
Election™?

Earlier, elections used to be
held simultaneously across
the country. Burt thereafter,
we came across a situation
where elected governments
i1 states were removed or
pulled dowm by invoking Ar-
ticle 356 of the Constitution
by whichever party was in
power {at the Centre). We ali
know whatishappening even
now and how elected state
governmentis are being desta-
bilised. That is a major con-
cern. The issue of ‘One Na-
tion, One Election’ has to be
discussed across the country

in Parliament

and there was 1o need to take
if up for debate in the stats
Assembly during the Budget
Sazssion when a number of
other serious issues such as
rise in prices of essential
commodities and fuel,
the grim economic
situation and farmn
£ crisis need urgent
[ attention.

What are the
challenges in imple-

menting such a concept?
We have a federal set-up, and
not a unitary government.
This issue has to be first tak-
en up by the Election Com-
mission of India. It needs to
be discussed in detall in Par-
liament and 2]l states and the
Centre together need to take
a conscientious decisien if
such a thing is possible now
There have te be appropriate
amendients to the Constitu-
tion. It is a leng process cmd 11
think, in a federal set-un. it is
mmossﬂﬂe.

How do we address the
concerns over holding
elections frequentiy,
especially by-polls, due to
defections?

First, we have fo bring in
electoral reforms and

at

strengthen the Anii-Defec-
tion Law. A person zlected
frem aperticular party hasto
be in that narty for fve yvears
and, in case of defection, they
shoa d be autoimaticelly dis-
gualified for fiveyears. There
is a need to put an end to the
“Aava Ram Gava Rzm” cul-
ture (changing nartizg) thet
firsi started in Haryane. The

powers under tine Anti-b
+1on Lavw that are now w

the Spesier have to he taken
away and given to a High
Court jucce. It has hacome a
political decision now.  have
been saying this for many
vears. I we are able to tackie
the issue of defections, we
probably will be able to put
an end to much of the mala-
diesin the system.

The argoment In favour
of the *One Nat ox, One
Election” concept is thet
we can save a [ot of thne
and recouwrces if elactions

are held simultaneousis
and governmients can

focus on administraticon.

I agree with that, but if we
heve o reach such a situa-
tion, we have to first address
the issue of defections. The
Anti-Defection Law itself is
defiective end nesds to ba ad-
dressed. But nobody is pre-
pared to do that. If that is
done, we will not have defec-
tions or frequent elections or
the time spett when the Mod-
el Code of Conduciisinforce
Electoral reforms that we
talk about are long overduo.
It has to be done dispassion-
ately, In a democratic set-up,
it cannot be done by any sin-
gle party. All political parties
must come to a conscientious
decision. The Central Gov-
ernment has to take the ini-
tiative to build censensus.




