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SENGALURD, Hrns Chief

| Minister B S Yediyurapo:
on Friday announzed t%%tl
Rs 10,000 crore will be ear-
. marked for the Upper Kr-
. ishna Project (UKP) Stage-
I11, a day after the 2020:2)
‘ tBhuc!fget made no mention of
| the long-pending irrigati
prg?ilect, p g Irrigation
. aking the announcem
in the Legislative zt\mxserrltflr;'r
‘ glzclllly‘:ill']agpa said an action
€ pre
! prcljl?ct. prepared for the
“To take up UKP-IIT works
and rehabilitation & reﬁ;;-k:
tlement (R&R) of 27 villag-
es, Rs 10,000 crore will [;,e
earmarked in the upcoming
fmancjal year, The govern-
ment is committed to takine
up R&R over the next three
- years,”be said.
» Budget, Pages

BUDGET, FROM PACE 1

The announcement came
even as the Oppesition
pointed out thadthe 202C-21
Budget had no allocation for
the UKP-1IL “T have discussed
mobilising resources for this
with officials. 1 am going to
Delhi to ger more funds,”
Yediyurappa said.

The UKP-1I1 will increase
the height of the Almaiti dam
1o 524 metres and ifs storage
capacity from 123.5 imeft to
nearly 200 tmcft. This will
help the state fully utilise its
shareof the Krishna river wa-
ter allocadion. The project will
irrigate 5.3 lakh hectares in
the drought-prone districtsof
Kalaburagi, Yadgir, Raichur,
Koppal, Vijayapura, Ba galkot
and Gadag.

Leader of the Opposition
Siddaramaiah, however, was
not impressed. “Where’s the
money for this,” he asked.
Yediyurappa assured the
House that the government
will mobilise the resourcesre-
quired for the project which,
he said, was languishing for
years.

Intervening on the topic,

Deputy Chief Minister Govind
Karjolsaid the Krishna Water
Disputes Tribunal headed by
Justice Brijesh Kumar had
alocated 173 tmcft water for
the UKP-II1. “It’s been seven
years and the previous gov-
ernments did not giveasingle
rupee,” he said. “In 2012-13,
yhen Jagadish Shettar (BJP)
was the chief minister, an
action plan worth Rs 17,207
crore was approved. The
next government(Congress)
didmriakeitforward, hesaid.
The UKP-III project will
require R&R of 27 villages .
and compensation for 1.32
lakh acres. “If this had been
done, we could haveraised the
height of the dam to 524.25
metires,” Karjol said. “T ex-
pected Siddaramatah, who
now belongs to my Bagalkot
district, to congratulate the
chief minister.”
giddaramaiah said it was
hard to believe that the gov-
ernment can mobilise Te-
sources. “If this had been in-
cluded in the budget speech,
T'd have certainly congratu-
fated the government. But
the CM is now saying he'lido
jugglerytoraise funds.”
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