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Pilot project launched in

Uttara Kannada district
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] -learning devices will
F soon be the new toys for
_dchildren in anganwadis
across the state, Based ona pi-
lot project launched with the
l.¢lp of donors in Uttara Kan-
nada district where the c-tools
arcbeingintroduced, plansare
afoot to extend the same to all
anganwadis in the state.
Initially, a dolphin-shaped
stylus-fike device along with
books are being provided to

anganwadis which help chil-

dren identify lettersand words

inthree differentlanguages.

Speaking to DI, Women
and Child Development Min-
ister Shashikala Jolle said that
the project was among the
new initiatives in anganwadis
aimed at introducing new
fcarning toois.

“We are trying to mobilise
funds for the project using the
budgetalletted for toysatsuch
child care centres,” she said.

Use of such modern tools
in rural areas, she said, would

Use of moderntoolsin rural areas would helpin |mprovmg
the learning skills of children at a very young age.

helpinimproving thelearning
skills of children ataveryyoung
age. Jolle said that the depart-
mentwas exploring options to
extend the facilities to all dis-
tricts assoon as possible.

How does it work?
According to Rajendra Belkal,
Deputy Directer, Women

and Child Development De-
partment, the tool worked
with specially designed books,
which are available in three
languages.

“The book has sensors
throughout. Assoon as a child
places the dolphin-shaped
stylus on the page, it will read
out the word or alphabet

wulls e-learning tools
adi centres of s’ta‘ﬁ &

where the stvlus is placed,”
he said. The davice has at-
tracted a very goad response
from the chiidren in these
centres.

Rajendra said that the pilot
was restricted ro 15-20 angan-
wadis around Honnavar in
Uttara Kannada district and
was launched with the help of
donors.

Apart from a couple of dol-
phin-shaped styli, separate
books for Kaanada, English
and Hindi were also provided.
he said.

Jolie said that the depart-
ment was still assessing the
cost of the praject for imple-
mentation in all districts of
the state. It was aiso exploring
other e-learning tools to bring
ruralchildren ‘nchild cave cen-
tres on a par with their urban
peers.




