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Avianinfluenza, on the

Govt sets up control room after
12 epicentres of outbreak detected

ile
ANAND MISHRA ':H‘l
NEW DELHI, DHNS

ith the outbreak of
bird flu being sus-
pected from many

states due to sudden deaths
of birds, the government on
Wednesday set up a central
control room in New Dethi to
keep watch on the situation
and to take stock of the pre-
ventive and control measures
undertaken by authorities,
The governmentalso iden-
tified 12 epicentresofthe pres-
entoutbreakof Avian Influen-
za in Baran, Kota, Jhalawar
in Rajasthan and Mandsaur,
Indotre, Malwa in Madhya
Pradesh among crows, in

i,

\

Kangra in Himachal Pradesh
among migratory birds andin
Kottayam and Alappuzha in
Kerala among poultry duck,

In a statement, the Union
Ministry of Fisheries, Animal
Husbandryand Dairying said
that other states have been
asked to keep a vigil on unu-
sual deaths of birds.

The Centre, which has in
last one week issued three
advisories—to Rajasthan and
MP on January 1 and Him-
achal Pradesh on Jamuary 5to
avoid the spread of the infec-
ton, particularly the spread of
disease to poultry, has asked
them to identify the high-risk
zones and undertake surveijl-
lance among human habita-

tions in the high-risk zones
and affected viliages.

The measures undertak-
en according to Action Plan
on Avian Influenza include
strengthening the biosecurity
of poultry farms, disinfection
of affected areas, proper dis-
posal of dead birds/carcasses,
timely collection and submis-
sion of samples for confirma-
ton and further surveillance,
intensification of a surveil-
fance plan and other general
guidelines to stop the spread
from birds to poultry and hy-
man. The Centre has advised
the states to coordinate with
the forest department for re-
porting any unusual mortality
of birds.




