ARNATAKA TTOEEIT TR B, NOIRITT® Tone NSeLT® T3
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, RESEARCH AND REFERENCE BRANCH

S
TSF BorRB|NL
PAPER CLIPPINGS

2evsd / HFed : DEPARTMENT / SUBJECT: 7L i B L’W&/ Asonbly ce ke
[

TBFOD BID : NAME OF TH
= : E NEWS PAPER: Cg_\, i
: e O JJ«.\

©00% : DATE : Qf{lf%

Session to be a stormy affair -

NAGESH PRABHU %/

BENGALURU

The winter session of the
State legistature, which
starts in Bengaluru from
Monday, is expected to clear
2 few controversial Bills,
while the Opposition has a
ready arsenal to attack the
government.

The ruling BIP, caught in
the conundrum of Cabinet
expansion, caste-based ap-
peasement politics by form-
ing corporations and “unsa-
voury” developments
around the Chief Minister's
office, will have much to
answer for if the Opposition
puts its act together.

Several Bills
A few ordinances promulgat-
- ed by the government would
© be introduced as Bills, in-
. cluding the Industrial Dis-
putes and Certain other
Laws (Karnataka Amend-
ment) Bill, 2020. This was
not passed in the Upper
House during the monsoon
. session held in September
© last. It remains to be seen if
i the proposed anti-cow
slaughter Bill will be tabled
this session, while the con-
troversial “love jihad” law

may only figure 1B
discussions.
Legislative Assembly

Speaker ~ Vishweshwar
Hegggjggeri has proposed
15 discuss the “one nation -
omie ejection” theme propa-
gated by Prime Minister Na-
‘days of the session, Decem-
ber 14 and 15.

The Opposition, particu-
larly the Congress, which
has questioned the “exis-
tence of the government” in
the State, is expected to util-
jse the session to corner
Chief Minister B.S. Yediyu-
rappa on the alleged suicide
attempt by his political se-
cretary N.R. Santosh and
multiple postponeinents of
the Cabinet expansion. The
latter has led to groupism
and apparent paralysis of
the administration.

The alleged confession
made by AH. Vishwanath,
former Minister and BJP
MLC, that the Chief Minister
had sent a “big amount of
money” to him during the
byelection to Hunsur As-
sembly constituency is ex-
pected to be raised by the
Congress.

Caste turmoil

The Chief Minister’s propo-
sal to seek reservation for
Veeraghiva-Lingayats under
the Central OBC quota, the
Centre’s silence on the pre-

vious Congress govern-
ment’s recommendation for
inclusion of some communi-
ties in the ST quota, and for-
mation of caste-based cor-
porations are expected to
provide ammunition to the
Opposition. Nomination of
heads to boards and cotpo-
rations when the State is fac-
ing financial constraints is
expected to embariass the
government.

1ssues related to elections
to the Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike, handling of
COVID-19, handling of cases
related to K.G. Halli and D.G.
Halli, delaying of compernsa-
tion to flood-affected farm-
ers, =il The Centre’s denial
of adequate funds to- the
state for drought and floods
Teliet works are expected [0
figure during the session.

The ruling BJP will try to
turn the tables on the Con-
gress, reminding it of defeats
in the byelections and polls
held elsewhere in the coun-
try. The role of the Opposi-
ton JD(S) in the session is
being viewed with curiosity
since the party is seen as €o-
sying up to the ruling BJP.

Many legislators are likely
to skip the session owing to

their involvement in cam- .

paigning in elections to gram
panchayats.



