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THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2020

lisrupted for third day

Lok Sabha Pas SS€s Tax Bill That Helps Taxpayers To Settle Disputes Amid Dir

Tines News NeTwol D
oY

New Delhi: Parliament was disrup-
ed for the third consecutive day on
Wednesday over the Delhi riots even
as Lok Sabha passed a bill providing
an opportunity to taxpayers to settle
disputes by paying just the overdue
taxes with complete waiverof interest
and penalty by March 3L

TheDirect Tax Vivaad Se Vishwas
Bili, 2020, was passed amid din with-
out any discussion as the apposition
continued to protest while demand-
ing an immediate discussion on the
Delhi riots. Rajya Sabha too wit-
nessed similar protests, forcing
Chairman Venkaiah Naidu to ad-
journ the House for the day within 10
minutesof itopeningatllam.

In Lok Sabha, it was necessary (o
pase the bill at the sarliest as the last
date to avail waiver of interest and
penaity underitis March 31

As many as 4.83 lakh direct tax
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cases involving Rs9.32 lakh crore are
pending in various appellate forums
such as commissioner (appeals),

SANDEEP ADHWARYY

TTAT, high courts, Supreme Court
and Debt Recovery Tribunals.
Under the proposed schemme, tax-

payers willing to settle disputes will
be atlowed a complete waiver of inter-
est and penalty if they pay the entire
amount of tax indispute by March a1,
following which an additional 10%
disputed tax will have to be paid over
and above the tax liability. The
scheme will remain open till June 30.
The scheme can be availed once the
billis passed by Parliament.

Lok Sabha started without Speak-
er(Qm Birlainthechairand continued
through two adjournments before the
final one for the day came minutes af-
ter it recpened at 2 pm. At 1t am, the
House opened with Kirit Solanki in
the chair Birlastayed outadiday.

With opposition parties demand-
ing a discussion on the Delhi vio-
lence, parliamentary affairs minister
Pralhad Joshi said it could be taken
up on March 11 in Lok Sabha and on
March 12 in Rajya Sabha. But the op-
position continued with its demand
and kept storming intothe well.



