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“Convicted leg

slators cant-

he harred for life from polls’

Centre responds in affidavit to Supreme Court

LEGAL CORRESZON
NEW DELKI et
The Central covernment
has told the Supreme
Cenrrt that it rejected the
idea of harring convicted
legisiators for life from
contasting

offica-bearer of a politie
party. i
The Union Ministr
Law and Justice said an
clecied represeniative of
the people cannot be eq-
uated with public ser-
vents who are banned for
a lifetime on convictic.
The government said
disqualiftcation under
the Representation of the
peaple Act of 1951 for the
period of the prison sen-
- tapce and six years the-
reafter was enough for le-

DENT .-

elections,’
forming or becoming an:~

gislators. The Cenire’s
stand differs from that ta-
l:ien by the Election Com-
mission, which endorsed
2 life ban 25 necessary
“champion the cause of
decriminalisation of

-+ politics™.

The case is basedona
niea by Supreme Court
advocate Ashwini Upad-

" hyay, who argued that 2

life ban on conviction
should uniformly apply
for members of the judi-
ciary, executive znd the
tegistature, There should
not be any discrimination
of onte from the other.
wir. Upadhyay said an
WP or MLA convicted for
offences enumesated in
Section § of the Repre
sentetion. of the People
st should be banned for

life. He argued that while
a public servant or & go-
yerament employee s
debarred for life on con-
victicn for cffences un-
der the Indian Penel
Code, money laundering
lew, foreign’ exchange
violstion, UAPA o
cheque cases; 2mMODZ
other laws, a legislatoT is
"ol disqualified for the
same ofences for a speci-
fied period”.

The Ministry however
countered that legislators
are not bound by specific
“service conditons™.

sThey are bound by
their cath,to serve citi-
zens and country... They
are bound by propriety,
cood comscience and in-
terest of the nation,” said
the affidavit.” ~

e



