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/ - Govt promulgates Ignd

Bill was passed by
Assembily, but didn't
get Councitnod
s
BENGALURU, DHNS
e government has
I re-promulgated the con-
troversial ordinance on
land reforms, allowing non-ag-
riculturists to buy farmilands.

The Karnataka Land Re-
forms (Second Amendment)

Ordinance, 2020, was given
assentto by Governor Vajubhai
R Vala and gazetted on Novemn-
ber 2. Thegovernmenthad first
promulgated the ordinance in
July. A Bill seeking to replace
theordinance was passedinthe
Legislative Assembly, but failed
togetapprovalintheLegislative
Council during the monsoon
session of the legislature in
September. Asaresult, the gov-
ernmenthadio promulgate the
ordinance anew.
Theordinanceallowsnon-ag-
riculturists to buy agricultural
Jand and removes the income

A 30

]]Il.’llt orpurchase of]and Inre-
sporse to protests from some
farmers groupsand the Opposi-
tion Congress, the government
withdrewthe proposed amend-
ment to increase the ceiling on

-land holding from 10 units to

20 units for an individual with-
out family or afamilyup to four
people and from 20 unitsto 40
units for large families above
five people. Eachunit of land is
54acres.

Similarly, the government
wouldhavetore-promulatetwo
other ordinances that did not
get legislative approval: one on
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freeing up agricultural trading
and anotheronlabour reforms.
The Industrial Disputes and
Certain Qther Laws (Karnata-
ka Amendment) Ordinance,
would make only those estab-
lishments that employ 300
Or mare persons to seek the
government’s permission for
closure, retrenchmentor layoff.
Similarly, worker thresholds
willbeincreased from10to20in
unitswhichusepower and from
20to40in factoriesthat donot
use power. Also, the overtime

work of any quarter will goup .

from75t0125hours.

reforms ordinance again

The Karnataka Agricuttural
ProduceMarketing (Regulation
and Development) (Amend-
ment) Ordinance curtails the
powers of local Agricultural
Produce Marketing Commit:
tees (APMCs) and private in
dividuals can start agricultura
trading - buying and selling -
theyheld a permanentaccoum
rumber.

An ordinance is valid for six
months, after whichit hastobe
enacted as a law. An ordinance
will lapse after six weeks once
both Houses of the legislature

areinsession. i



