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Govt mulls delimitation,
BBMP polls set to be delayed

May increase
number of wards
from19810225
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BENGALURU, DHNS—.

ith the BEMP elec-
tions around the-
corner, the Karna-

taka Cabinet on Thursday
discussed the possibility of in-
creasing the number of wards
from 198 to 225, which could
alter political equations atthe
groundievel.

The new wards will include
some areas outside the city’s
municipal limits and the exer-
cise is expected to delay elec-
tion s for the ~ivic boty. Flec-
dons tc the Beng: - m rivic
body are d ig, b thi2 siate
government is dilly-dallying
citing the Covid-19 pandemic.

The Cabinet also discussed
a proposal to increase the

- number of zones in the BBMP
limits from theexisting 8t015.

However,
a final call on
the issue will
be taken by
the Joint Se-
lect Commit-
tee formed
Madhuswamy to discuss

the new
BBMP Bill that was tabled in
the Assembly, Law Minister
J C Madhuswarny said. The
meeting of the house panelis
scheduled for Friday.

He was responding to a
question on appointing an
administrator to the Palike as
the tenure of the BEMP coun-
cil ends in September.

“The government’s think-
ing is to increase wards,
with a population of around
40,000-42,000 per ward. If
we must take up the delimita-
tion exercise, we have 19 pe-
t.tion %= high court to post-
jone Lie siections by a shoit
period. Since the term of the
corporators ends in Septem-
ber, we will submit our view to
the court before their tenure
ends,” he said.

Some new areas will be

o

added to the BBMP limits and
areas for new zones headed
by a commissioner will be
demarcated. “The petition
in the high court had sought
t0 announce a reservation
list for the wards to conduct
elections. We are prepared for
that. There is also a demand
1o increase ward numbers as
wardswerenotdelimited con-
sistently,”he said.

While the population per
ward could be marginally
higher in densely populated
regionsinside the city, popula-
tion will be relatively lower in
peripheral areas. There have
beenseveral suggestionsfrom
MLAs ofvarious partiesin the
committeeregarding how de-
limitation has to be taken up.
Allthe suggestions will be dis-
cussed and a decision will be
finalised on Friday, he add~d.

BJP's Cv Ramar Nagar
MLASRaghu ke, dsthejoint
iegislature cornmittee iooking
intothe BBMP Bill that prom-
ises a five-year term for the
mayor, up to 15 zones for the
city and area sabhas compris-
ing voters.
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