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Speaker’s peace
bid falls flat
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SAGAR KULKARN!
NEW DELHI, DHNS

ok Sabha Speaker Om Birla’s peace

hﬁfer to break the deadlock failed to

tany ice with Opposition partes,

who insisted en their right to protest in

the Well of the House and waive placards
against the government.

Opposition members demanded an
immediate discussion on the Deihi riots,
ademandthatwasrejected bythe govern-
ment which insisted that it would rather
waitforrefirntonormalcyintheaffected
areas.

The government later conveyed to the
speaker that they were ready for discus-
sion on Delhi riots on March 11, after the
Holi festivities, a suggestion that did not
find favour with the Opposition which
continued to raise slogans.

Tempers continued to run high in the
lower house where BJP member Sangita
Singhdeo claimed that she was attacked
by Congress member Ramya Haridas
inside the House andlodged a complaint
withthe Speaker.

The Speaker met leaders of political
parties to break thé deadlock over con-
duct by members inside the House. An
agreementwasreached betweenthe gov-

ernment and the Opposition with each

side deciding to stick to their respective
territories inside the Well of the House.
“Beitthe Treasurybenchesorthe Opposi-
tionbenches,nomemberwill crossoverio
theotherside. Ifthey doso, I willsuspend
thememberfortheremaining partofthe
session,” Biria teldthe House,

However, Oppositionmembersdidnot
agree to the Speaker’s suggestion of not

Stalemate in RS
over Delhi riots

Rajya Sabha onTuesday did not
transactany substantial business
asthe Oppositioninsisted onan
dmmediate discussion on the Del-

.. hicommunat clashes, leading to

its adjournment, reports DHNS.
When the House reassembled
at 3pmafter two adjournments
earlier, Leader of Oppositionin -
‘Rajya Sabha Ghulam Nabi Azad

. said it would appear strange if

" the Parliament did not discoss
the incidents of violence in Delhi
when the whole world was talking
aboutitand itwould be likea
“non-event”ifitis discussed a
weeklater.

waiving placards inside the House and
soonthe memberswere backin the Well
raising slogans against the ghvernment.
Some members were also seen banging
the enclosure of secretary general Sne-
hlataShrivastava, whoseseatisjust below
the Speaker’s podium, leadingtoadjourn-
ment of the proceedings, : '
When the House re-convened in the
afternoon, Congress leader in the Lok
Sabha Adhir Ranjan Chowdhurywalked
over to treasury benches, leading to a
verbal duel between the BJP and Oppo-
sition members. After laying of papersin
theHouse, theSpeakertaskuptheDirect
TaxVivaadse VishwasBill for passing, but
adjourned the proceedings for the day
amid sloganeering from the Opposition,
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