i e ooz Parha-
ment on Monday put its
stamp of approval on a pro-
posed legisiation that pre-
hibits storage, sale and dis-
tribution of e-cigarettes in
India due 1o rising concerns
aver such "devices’ on public
haalth.

The Rajya Sabha passed
the Prohibition of Electronic
Cigarentes (Production, Man-
uinerure, Tmpori, Bxpoit,
Transpoct, Sale, Distribution,
Storage.and Advertisement)
2019, which was clearad
e Lok Sabhelastwesk,

Hwas brovghito re-
placean Grdinanceapproved

Gy the Uninn Cabinetin Sep-
tember.

Once the law comes into ef-
fect, any commereial activity
mvolving e-cigarettes will be
a cognizable offence punish-
able with an imprisonment
of up to a year or fine up to
Rs 11akhor bath for the first
offence. For a subseguent
offence, the imprisonment
termwill go up o three years
whilethefine could bejacked
uptoRs 5lakh.

Capping the debate in the
Upper House, Union Health
Minister Harsh Vardhan said
tobaccocompanies like Philip
Morris, British American To-
bacco, Imperial Brands and
Japan Tobacco Internation-
al promoted e-cigaretzes to
capture the market as there
is adeclining trend in tobac-
co consumption, partcularly
amongtheyouth,

“Ciose to 96% of children
between 15-29 years don’t
smoke. Weare trying to save
the 4% of our young popula-
tion, which is being targered

¥ e twhacew companies.”
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