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~ Lockdown los$i75 farmers

Chethan.Kumar

ended life in 60 days in state

@timesgroup.com \

i Bengaluru: Notwithstand.
¢ Ingadecentyield, more than
© one farmer, on an average,
committed suicide every day
during the lockdown months
of Apriland May in Karnata-
Ka, with at least 75 cases re-
ported in6ldays.

TOT has reported multi-
ple instances of farmers
throwing away or burying
: their yield as they could not
: sell them dye to restrictions
i onmovement and lack of de-
: mand. Farmer leaders say
: thedistress is disheartening
¢ andshould send a messageto
the government,

The chief minister’s Co-
vid-19 relief package of over
Rs 1,600 crore announced on
May 6, did not cover farm.
ers, barringflower growers
whoare to gt one-time com.
pensatign of Ks 25,000 per
hectare. OXY'Mdy 16, the gov-
ernment andbunced a pack-
age for Asha workers and
only maize growers, who
weretoget Rs 5,000 eachasa
one-time benefit. Karnata-
. ka Rafya Raitha Sangha

¢ leader KS Sudheer Kumar

. said the yield was hetter
i this year, compared to last

i twoyears, but farmers could

| notgettherightprice.

i “Silk farmers are selling
i their yield at 50% of the
: price. The support price for
i turdal came after the season

Farmers must realise
“ that they leave behind
their families in more
distress when they die,
The crisis resulting from
Covid-19 has created an
extraordinary situation
that has affected demand,

Farmers must tak

SUICIDE NOT SOLUTION $

which will change in the coming
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Under-reporting of cases

Sudheer feels there has been
under-reporting of suicides
inthe wake of the pandemic.

Data show 800 farmers
committed suicideatarate of
more than two per day be-
tween Aprill, 2019and March
31, 2020, indicating the farm
distress was in line with pre-
viousyears.

In five years between
April 2015 and May 2020, Kar-
natakalostnearly 5,000 farm-
ers, with themaximum num-
ber of cases (1,062} reported
in 2015-16,

Of 800cases in 2019-20, 453
were reported between April
1 and November 30, 2019,
while ancther 347 were re.
corded injustfour months —
between December 1, 2019

: l:@d March 31, 2020, Of 875

ses in 14 months, Belagdvi

Yeported 79 deaths, followsd

by Dharwad (70) and Mysuru
(69). Northern districts were
the worst hit tast year, com-
pared to its preceding two
years when districts in the
Cauvery belt bore the brunt.

The six districts in Mum-
bai-Karnataka region — Be-
lagavi (79); Vijayapura (47);
Bagalkot (31); Haveri B,
Dharwad (70) and Gadag (26)
-——accounted for 310 or 35% of
875 suicides. The Kalyana
Karnatakaregion accounted
for another 23% or 199 with
Bidar reporting 48 suicides
and the rest coming from the
remaining districts of Balla-
ri, Kalaburagi, Raichur, Kop-
pal and Yadgir, Five districts
in the Cauvery belt saw 146
cases-—69in Mysuru and the
rest divided between Man-
dya, Hassan, Chamarajana-
gar and Ramanagara.



