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Bengaluru: The manage-
ment of a major rural in-
frastructure scheina, Gra-
meena Sumarga, appears
to be the twigger for the rift
betiween BS  Yediyvurappa
and KS Eshwarappa, who
has By orastedd the chief min-
ister’s functioning style in a
ietter to the governorn

The Eshwarappa camp
alleges that Yedivurappa
has heen directly provid-
ing special grants to MLAs
for road werks in their con-
stititenc instead of mal-
ing thess allocations under
the scheme and channelling
ihe funds through the rural

development and panchayat
raj (RDPR} departiment, With
MLASs unilaterally underiak-
ing road works in their ai-
eas, kEshwarappa. the RDPR
minister. has no say in which
Stretchies showld be devel
oped first.

Recent speculation that
Yediyvurappa planned to reas-
sign tiie RDPR portfolio fur-
ther angered Eshwarappa.
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: . BS Yediyurappa's decrsmn to give spemal grants
to MLAS far road works reportedly angerad KS Eshwarappa

to formally question Yedi-
yvurappa's alleged interfer
ence in his ministry

The Grameena Sumarga
scheme seeks to build or in-
prove 20.000km of village
roads over five years.

According to govern-
ment officials, the RDPR
department has been flush
with funds meant for cen-
tral programmes such as the
Mahatma Gandhi Naticnal
Rural Employment Guaran-
tee Act, Jal Jeevan Mission,
Swachh Bharat Mission and
Pradhan Mantri Gramin
Sadak Yojana. The share
of central funds in the de-
partment’s Rs 17.000-crore
budget is Rs 10,000 crore.
The department doesn’t face
issues on this count. But

there have been preblems in
sanctioning lucrative road
works, with allegations thar
certain local MLAs regu-
larly issue contracts for per-
sonal gain.

According to a depart-
ment official, the govern-
ment sanctions Rs 1,200
crore for vural road works
(Namma Grama, Namma
Raste) and Rs 400 crore for
road maintenance annually.
“There would have been no
issues if MLAs demands
for road funds ftell within
this allocation, They sought
funds over and above this
allocation and this became
a source of friction (in the
cabinet),” the official said.

Since 2018, the siate gov-
ernment, first headed by

¥SE delaying works

day arter RDPR ministar KS

Esiwarappa shoi aifa
latter criticising 85
Yediyurappa, 48 BJP MLAs have
written to the chief minister,
demanding immediate release
of funds for rural roads. They
have claimed that Eshwaraopa
nas not cleared road works
aven though Yediyurappa had
sanctioned Rs 1,313 crore
towards road development
under various heads.

Congress-JD(S) and then BJP
has approved road works of
at least Rs 3.300 crore. "Every-
thing was running smoothly
earlier, with the CM allo
cating Rs 1.500 crore to the
RDPR department during
the 2019 floods. The CM and
the RDPR minister developed
differcnces after the former
released Rs 775 crore and Rs
400 crore as special grants
for road works to MLAs”
claimed another cfficial.
Eshwarappa, according
to BJP insiders, was furicus
that his department had been
reduced to a rubberstamp
authority while MLAS were
allegedly getting direct ac-
cess to funds.
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