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Gandhinagar: The Gujarat
assembiv on Thursday passed
a hill proposing amendments
o the Gujarat Freedom of Re-
ligion Acr, 2003 paving way for
more atringent. punishiment
forr forced religious conver-
sions through marviage. The
amendment bill provides for
up o ten vears of jail for 'fra-
dulent” or ‘forced” conversion
oy marviage,

As per the government,
the Gujarat Freedom of Reli-
gion (Amendment) Bill, 2021
sought to curtail “emerging
trend in which women are [u-
redtomarriage for the purpo-
zo of vreligious conversion™.
The main opposition Cong

somgress MLA tears copy of hill

hile protesting theamendmentsto the Freedom of Religion

Aci, 2003, Congress MLA from famalpur-Khadia, lmran
Khedawala tore a copy of the billonthe concludingday ofthe
Budgeatsessionin Gujarat state assembly on Thursday. “Home
minister Pradeepsinh Jadeja has enly mentioned that the
daughters ofthe Hindu community are targeted by menfroma
specificcommunity. Daughters, heitfrom anyreligious
community, will always be our daughters. 1too have over hundred
testimonias of Muslim girts marrying into otherreligion,” he said.
adding thatthe billisaimed atonly one COMMuUNity. TRy

ress volod against the bill.
Many staies like Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand., Mad-
hva Pradesh, Arunachal Pra-
desh. Himachal Pradesh.
Chhattisgarh,  Jharkhand
and Ocisha have enacted an-
ti-conversion laws while s1a-
tes like Harvana and Karna-
1wka are working fowards
hringing in a simiiar law.
The BJP government in
Gujarat claimed that ‘love ii-
had’ or forced conversion had
peconie a major law and order

issue. After amendments, the
Act has sufficient provisions
againstany type of forced con-
version or conversion through
fraudulent ways. the BJP said.

Proposing  the amend-
ywents, minister of state for
itome. Pradipsinh Jadeja, sa-
id, “The Gujarat Freedom of
Religion Act, 2003 seeks to de-
Al with religious conversion.
through sllurement. force or
by misrepresentation or by
any other fraudulent neans.
Hindu zirls have been lured

by vidharmi boysusing fake
Hindu names and thereaftey
forcefully converted to other
relicions TablighiJamatand
otheir such  organizations
which want to destabilize In-
dian Hindu sopuliiion tnd
such activities in an orgaini-
zed waw sald Jadeia

The minister said thui not
oy ozicls but ther parenis
and fwmily membersalso face
life threals and harassment.
“3gcial oreanizations like
R&S and VHE whichrviosa-
ve the girls and their families
from harassment. face life
threats too, o it hashecome ¢
law and ovrder problem and
amendmentsoihelavarere
quired.” Judejasaid.

The Congress vehementt
opposed the Bill. The ieade
of opposition and senio
Cunzress leader Paresh Dhe
nani said, “Why has the BJI
desisted from using th
words “love jihad " inibe pre
posed amendments?”

s



