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Nearly i3 months after re-
cording its first COVID-19
Case, Karnataka breached
the one million mark and hit
10,01,238 Cases, as 4,234 per-
S0ns  tested posiiive on
Thursday. Over 43% of this
total caseload is from Benga-
lury Urban alone.

Over 10% of the caseload
has been reported in the
past three manths, The Stata
had reported 9,00,214 cases
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?COWDHE@ cases fbr‘each ofie mi

tll December 12 and has
since added 101,024 cages to
its tally, This brings Karnata-
ka to the third position in the
country, after Maharashrra
and Kerala. With 30,865 ac-
tive cases as on Thursday,
Karnataka is in the second
position among States, after
Maharashtra, on this coumnt.
Fuelled by a spike in cases in
Bengaluru, the situation in
the State took a turn for the
worse from the beginning of
July by breaching the 2,000

mark daily initiaily. It sybse-
quently jumped to gver
5,000 cases per day, and la-
ter to over 10,000 a day in
September.

18 new deaths

With 18 deaths on Thursday,
the toll touched 12,585. This
is apart from 19 deaths of pa-
tients because of other
deaths. Over 96% of Co-
VID-19 fatalities in the State
had been Teported til] De-
cember-end. The State’s dai-

llion mark in Stage

ty Case Fatality Rate (CFR)
now stands at 0.42%,

From 101 cases in March
2020, the State witnessed a
four-fold rise in April and
subsequently a six-fold in.
Crease in May. From May to
June, there was a five-fold
rise and then an eight-fold
increase from June to July,
when the number of cases
crossed one lakh and
touched 1,08,873.
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COVID-19 cases breach one mitlion mark

Subszquently, the numbers
more than doubled every .« U Hoyy

fortnight  and  touched
8,02,817 ¢l October 25,

After that, there was 2 de-
cline in new cases, and by
December the 3tate started
recording less than 1,000
cases. Following that tha dai-
Iy cases reduced to less than
500 cases by February-end.
However, the number of cas-
es again started rising from
the first week of March. The
State has been reporting
more than 4,000 cases for
the past two days,

Weak contact tracing

V. Ravi, nodal officer for ge-
nomic confirmation of SARS-
CoV-2 in Karnataka and
member of the State’s Tech-
nical Advisory Committee,
said the State had failed in
properly communicating to
people about the serious-
ness..of the second wave.

}01/5 coupled with weak

§

?irst casa reported on March 8, 2020

cases spiked

Mav 15 1,058
July 15 51,422
July 27 1,01,485
August S 1,511,449
August 13 2,803,200
August 20 2,586,975
Aigust 26 3,00,468
September 1 3,532,431
Sepiember 7 4,04,324
September 13 4,588,445
Septembsar 18 5,02,832

contact tracing ig hitidng us
hard at the onset of the se-
cond wave,” he said.
“During the correspond-
ing period last year, wa were
tracing 47 contacts for every
positive case detected. Now,
itisaslowasi:i0. Weneed to
trace at least 20-30 contacts

Saptember 235 5,57,212
Segtzmiber 20 5,01,7567
Ociober 6 8,572,703
October 10 7,080,788
October 16 7,51,390
October 23 8,082,817
Movember 10 8,51,212
December 12 9,060,214
February 2€, 2021 9,50,207
March 7 9,54,393
April 1 10,631,238

for every positive case,” he
said.

He said it was important
for the 3tate to initiste dis-
trict-specific data-driven in-
terventions. “Testing targets
and management strategies
based on prevalence in va-
rious districes should ba ta-

ken up on awar foo?’m@ Othr;
erwise, by this manm-e!nu
we will be going the Msha-
rashira way, reportin
25,000 to 30,000 cases
day,” ha said.
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Complacency )
C.N. Manjunath, nodal offic-
et for labs and testing in ths
State’s COVID-19 task force,
attributed the rising cases to
complacency in people, a
false sense of belief that the
curve had flattened since No-
vember onwards, mutations
in the virus, and waning im-
munity among those who
nad been infected earber.
“The false sense of beliaf
that the curve has flattened
led to a release phenomeng
resulting in relenﬂesg crowid-
ing, gathering and wolatlpn
of COVID-18 norms,” he said,
adding that slowing down
the rate of transmission was
entirely in people’s hands
now.




