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Mmlsters slam KSE plaint against Yediyurappa

BENGALURU, DHNS 3\\“

group of ministers on
Thursday strongly
acked Chief Minister

B S Yediyurappa a day after
senior minister KS Eshwarap-
pa accused him of running an
autheoritarian administration
and interfering with the af-
fairs of hisRural Development
and Panchayat Raj (RDPR)
Departmend.

Home Minister Basavaraj
Bommai, Revenue Minister
R Asholaa, Health Minister
K Sudhakar and Agriculture
Minister B C Patil came out in
supportof Yediyurappa, whois
yet to break his silence on the
issue. a

On Wednesday, Eshwara-
ppa, the RDPR minister, gave
Governor Vajubhai R Vala a
five-page complaint against
Yediyurappa for “direct inter-
ference, serious lapses and
authoritarian way of rupning
the administration.”

Apparently, Yediyurappa
told Bommai and others that
he was disappointed with Es-
hwarappa for having gone to
the Governor.

“If Eshwarappa has ob-
jections, he should have dis-
cussed them with the CM. The

Yediyurappa Eshwarappa

Governor merely worksonthe
advice of the Council of Min-
isters. What (Eshwarappa)
has raised is an administrative
matter that should be resolved
internally and taking it to the
Governor is not appropriate,”
Bommaisaid.

In his complaint, Eshwara-
ppa pointed at three instances
where Yediyurappa sanctioned
funds withouttaking him into.
confidence. Bommai defend-
ed this. “We've had Covid-19
for the past one year and no
works happened, especially in
ruralareas due to the difficult
financial situation. Since Oc-
tober-November, the finances
have improved and MLAs re-
quested the CM for funds. The
CM took a decision and sanc-
tionied funds,” he explained,
adding thatit is the CM as the
finance ministerwhosanctions
funds.

Urging Eshwarappa to hold

Cong eyes BSY's scalp over letter bomb

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
Congress on Thursday
upped the ante for Chief
Minister B S Yediyurappa's
resignation with Leader of
_the Opposition Siddaramai-
ah demanding President’s
rule in the state over senior
minister K S Eshwarappa’s
complaint to the Governor
on the goings-oninthe
administration.
“The allegations made by
senior minister Eshwara-
ppaare of serious nature.

" Governorshould intervene,

dismiss the government &
recommend President’s
rule,” Siddaramaiah saidina

talks with the CM soon, Bom-
mai said: “This has created
a deadlock. If’s been over a
month since the CM sanc-
tioned the funds, but orders
have not heen issued. MLAs
are again mounting pressure
onthe CM.”

According to Ashoka, Yedi-
yurappa as CM has “supreme
power” to make decisions. Sud-
halar said the CM can sum-

series of tweets.
“Eshwarappa has

provided evidence for BJP’s
corruption, nepotism &
irregularities. We had been
saying this since the first day
& their own party ministers
arerepeating now,” ' the
Congress leader said, slyly
appreciating Eshwarappa
for having “done a good

job for the first time in his
political career.”

" Targeting Prime Minister

_ Narendra Modi, Siddara-

maiah asked him to rate his
party's government. “You
had called our government
as10% sarkar. Now that

mon anyfile andtzke decisions.

‘No differences with CM’

A day after accusing the chief
minister of interfering with
the affairs of his Rural Devel-
opment and Panchayat Raj
Department, Eshwarappa
said that there was no dis-
content between him and the
chief minister and that he only
highlighted issues pertaining

your own party minister has
given the corruption report
ofyour own party toyou,
give your rating...”
Karnataka Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (KPCC)
president D K Shivakumar
said Yediyurappa had two
options. “Either CM should
resign or he should sack
Eshwarappa,”hesaid.
“Eshwarappa isnot just
some MLA. He’sa senior
politician whowas deputy
CM and party president,”he
said, adding that Eshwara-
ppa’scomplaint was “proof
to show corruption” inthe
government.

tohisdepartment in aletter to
Governor.

Speaking to reporters in
Shimvamegga, Eshwarappa

clarified, “There’snoquestion .

of discontentor dissatisfaction.
Tonlydiscussed administrative
matters pertaining to my de-
partmentwiththe Governor. If
need belwillgotoDelhi. There
is no need to give importance
toit.”

RDPR dept
sitting on works,
allege MLAs

The Chief Minister’s Of-
fice (CMOQ) on Thursday
released aletter signed
by 48 legislators blaming
RuraiDevelopment &
Panchayat Raj (RDPR)
Minister K S Eshwarappa
ofblocking works despite

~ grantsbeing released.

This came aday after
Eshwarappalodgeda
complaint with Governor
VajubhaiR Vala against
ChiefMinister B S Yedi-
yurappa, accusing him of
“directinterference, se-
riouslapses and authori-
tarian way of running the
administration.”

The 48 BYP MLAs who
are signatories of the
letter, dated March 18,
complain of the delay by
the RDPR Department
inapproving projects.
The MLAs said that
Rs1,313 crore for rural
road works was
released by the CMon
March 4.




