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'Speaker accepts ChincholiMLA |

| BENGALYRU: Assembly
' Speaker K R Ramesh Ku-
. mar on Monday accepted
‘the resignation of ‘rebel’
' Congress legislator Umesh
Jadhav, clearing the decks
for him to contest as the
- BJP’s candidate against the
- grand old party’s veteran
Mallikarjun Kharge from
Gulbarga.

“Becanse Jadhav's resig-
nation is as per the format
: prescribed under Rule 202
ofthe Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in Kar-
nataka Legislative Assernbly
and because he subsequent-
. Iy submitted his explanation
in a certified manner, Tam
convinced that his decision
to resign was voluntary and
. notundertheinfluence ofany
+ lure,”Kumar saidin his order.
. This has cleared the path
: for Jadhav to file his nomi-
nation as the BJP’s Gulbarga
. candidate.

i Jadhav,who waselected on
| the Congress” symbol from
| the Chincholi constituency,
, resigned on March 4. Later,
{ hewasformallyinducted inte
| the BJP and was declared as
| the saffron party’s Gulbarga
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candidate for the upcoming
LokSabhapolls.

Even before Jadhav re-
signed, the Congress had
moved a petition seeking his
disqualification under the
anti-defection law on the
grounds thathehad indulged
in‘anti-party activiry.

“The response given by
Jadhav to the disquatifica-
tion petition as well asto the
clarification I had sought on
his resignation are the same,”
Kumar stated.

Kumar explained in his or-
der the chronology of events,
including how some citizens'
organisations from Chincho-
i urged him not to accept

nation
\

Jadhav's resignarion,

“Judgments of our justice
system and justice itself, on
many gccasions, do not go
together. These holding Con-
stitutional positions have the
powerto onlypass ordersand
not establish justice. Deci-
sions always depend on evi-
dence. itis very difficult for
morality and moral grounds
to get legal protection,” Ku-
mar said.

On March 25, during a
hearing on the disqualifi-
cation petition as well as
Jadhav's resignation, Kumar
had rued that the Schedule
10 of the Consdtution, which
deals with the anti-defection
law, was fraught with “ambi-
guity, imperfectnessand infir-
mities” and urged lawmakers
tore-frameit.

The Speaker is yet to take
a decision on the disqual-
ification petition moved by
the Congress against three
other rebel MLAs - Ramesh
Jarkiholi (Gokalk), B Nagen-
dra (Bellary) and Mahesh
Kumathalli (Athani), who are

said to have heen lured by th
BIP.
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