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New Delhi: After a stormy
two-year tenure as Tokayuk-
ia of Nugaland, Justice U N
Singh tendered his resigna-
tion from the poston Monday
and the Supreme Courtdiree-
ied the siate government to
acceptirimmediately.

Appearing for the Lokay-
ukta, senior advocate Vikas
$ingh informed a bench hea-
ded by Chief Justice 8 ABob-
dethat Justice Singh was rea-
dy to resign immediately pro-
vided theconditions set inhis
affidavitwere met.

The bench agresd to Justi-
ceSingh's demandfor securi-
ty while packing his bags
from Kohima and gecuring
the files of the anti-corrup-
tion watchdog body, but ren-
dered ineffective all “deroga-
tory” remarks made by the
Lokavukta in his official or-
ders against staie advocae
general KN Balgopal.

The Cdiled bench said,
"Tustice Singh has stated
through his counsel Vikas

Supremse
inefiective ah ‘derogatory’
vernarks made by the Lokayuita in
bis official orders against state

Couri bench rendered

-] advocate ganeral K1 Balgopal

Singh that his client is ready
to tender resignation from
the post of Lokayukta with
immediate effect. We accept
the statement and direct Na-
gnland government to accep.
the resignation immediate-
ly" Justice Singh had specifi-
ed that "Nagaland or any
other authority or person
shall not use or refer to any
material or averment placed
an record in the present writ
petition or connected with
the issue... for initlating any
kind of action, complaint or
proceedings or defaminghim
inmediacrany other manner
whatsoever in nature which
couldcauseany stigma inany
manner to his privileges and
status, professional, official
or otherwise”.

Vikas Singhsaid thecourt
should direct that there sho-
uld beno misreparting of the
differences Detween the Lo-
kayuktaandtheNagalandgo-
vernment and that the repor-

ting shouid be based only on

court orders, The bench said,

*Tow can we pass such anor-
der that thers should be no
misreporting™

Trouble brewed almost
immediately afier Justice
Singh was appointed Lokay-
ukta in February 2018 as he
sought perrissionto tale up
arbitration work despite a
clear prohibition for the Lo-
kayukiato take up any work
otherthanthoserelatedto the
statutory pesition.

Justice singh had later
writtento the government sa-
ving he would function ‘'onli-
ne' fromhis Dethiresidence.

Balgopal said after the Lo-
kayukta's official residence
was renovated at the state's
expense, Justice Singh de-
manded allocation of the chi-
of minister's old bungalcw
for hisresidence.

He also asked a senior po-
lice officer to purchase shees
for him and conducted him-
colf in a manner to demean
the secio-cultural ethos of
the Naga people, the AG had
alleged.




