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~ Report on council ruckus
may be put in cold storage

ManuAiyappa.Kanathanda \

@timesgroup.co .?)f/
Bengaluru: The h]tezhh re-
port of the House Committee
constituted to probethe ruckus
inthelegislative council on De-
cember 15, 2020 seems to be

| Panel should include
seniormost members

We're not denying thatthe
incident was a black mark in
; theannals of Karnataka’s
20 history. Butthat doesn’t mean only

headed for cold storage, : R
: BJPwas responsible forit. The
The committes headed by .
JD(S) MLC Marithibbe Gowda Fttee should beforaied by

| involving senior members of the

submitted the 84-page interim
report on Friday after holding
four meetings and collecting
statements of witnesses ang
evidence in 20 days. It recom.
mended action against 15
MILCsand three ministers, and
constitution of a special panel
for a departmental inguiry
against the couneil secretary.
The panel constituted by
council chairman Prathap-
chandra Shetty has sought an.
other 20 days to submit the fi-
nal report, which means it will
be submitted in the budget ses-
sionof thelegislature expected
tobeheld in February-March,
“It (the report) is nothing
more thanachargesheet. It has
no sanctity since the commit-
teewas constituted without the
full consent of the House,”said
floor leader and minister Kota
Shrinivas Poojary who the
panel  has  recommended
should be removed from a posi-
tion of responsibility,
"Thereportis unlikely tobe
implemented as several of its

UNRULY SCENES

1 House. These things cannot be
establishedin one or two months
Kota Shrinivas Poojary | LeaisLarive

COUNCIL FLOCR LEADER AND MINISTER

key recommendations are not
acceptable. This was bound to
happen since our party metn-
bers had resigned from the
panel,” said deputy CM CN
Ashwath Narayan. The com-
mittee has recommended he be
bannedfrom attending two ses-
sions of the House,

He said the committee had
five members but those from
BJE, H Vishwanath and SV
Sankanur, resigned, “Theystill
went ahead with it without
bothering to accept their resig-
nation: or appoint new mem-
bers,” headded.

Poojary said the report has
indicted senior JD(S) member
Basavaraj Horatti though he
played the role of a DPeacemak-
er: “How can the committee de-
mean Horatti, who has been
member of the House for more

than three decades, without

verifying the facts,” the floor |

leader sought to know:
According to some mem-
bers, BJP has already given a
notice to move a no-confidence
motion against incumbent
chairman Shetty, which may
forcehim toresign. In that case,
the new chairman may either
constitute a new panet or the
report may be kept in abey-

|

ance. But it’s not over yet. The ;
chairman had earlier rejected

the natice issued by BJP seek-
ing to move a no-confidence
motion, and in case he does it
again, it may lead to more con-
frontationand drama.

“All partymen must be
blamed for the mistake Now,
we should focus to avoid such
incidents in future,” said Con-
gress MLCK Govindaraju.




