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"Talks only after Centre creates
‘conducive atmosphere: farmers

Unions demand restoration of Internet, de-escalation of tensions for dialogue

~
ASHOK KUMAR \q\?(

NEW DELHI

Farmer leaders on Sunday
said the unions would not
take the iniiiative to resume
dialogue with the govern-
ment until the Centre creat-
ed a conducive atmosphere
for talks.

The leaders also demand-
ed that the government res-
tore the Internet services at
the protest sites, remove the
barricades and de-escalate
tensions to create the right
atmosphere for talks.

The demands came as the
police stepped up security at
the three sit-in sites around
Delhi, closely guarding entry
to the sites even as the nurn-
ber of protesting farmers
swelled through the day.

Amarinder’s initiative
I a related development,
Punjab Chief Minister Ama-
rinder Singh called an all-
party meeting on February 2
to evelve consensus on the
way forward on the issue of
the farm laws and the farm-
ers’ agitation in the light of
the recent developments in
Delhi.

In an official statement,
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On guard: Security personnel keepmg watch at a farmers’ protest site at the Singhu barder in

Delhi on Sunday, =susHiL KUMAR VERMA

the Chief Minister said the
crisis could be tackled effec-
tively and the farmers’ inter-
ests Dbe protected only
through the collective efforts
of all Punjabis and the politi-
cal parties of the State.
Responding to Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi’s state-
ment at an all-party meeting
that the proposal to suspend
the three laws for 13 months
still stood, Buta Singh .Burj
Gill, head of a Bharatiya [i-
san Union faction in Punjab,

said: “Prime Minister had
spoken on the three farm
laws for the first time saying
that suspension of laws was a
good proposal and talks
must resume. We too are rea-
dy for talks, but the govern-
ment must de-escalate the
situation, restore Internet
services, lift the barricades
and stop attacks at the sit-in
sites.”
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Saddened
by insult to
tricolour: PM

Primne Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said the
country was saddened by
the “insult” to the National
Flag on Republic Day. He
said his government was
“cormmitted to moder-
nising agriculture”
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“PM vows to modernise farming -

‘Efforts of the government will continue in th

SPECIAL GORRESPONDENT
NEW DELH]

vandalism at the Red Fort on
Republic pay during the
farmers’ protest, Prime Mj-
nister Narendrg Modi on
Sunday said, “The country
Wwas saddened to see the Na-
tiorral Flag being insulted.”

In his first radio broad-
cast, Mann Ki Baar, of 2021,
Mr. Modi said his govern-
ment was “committed 1o
modernising agriculture and
the efforts of the goveri-
ment will centinue in that dj-
rection in the future as wel]

The Prime Minjster tafked
about the country's fight
against COVIDY9 and how
the Made i Indig vaccine
had not only made the coun-
try selfreliant (Atmqa Nirb-
har) but had also become a
moment of self pride (Atma
Gaurauv).

Recounting the develop-
ments in January, including
India’s remarkable come-
back in the four-match Test
series In Australia, Mr. Modji

said: “Amid all this, the

country was saddened by
the insult to the tricolour on
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Breaking his silence over thel Fksid

January 26 in Delhi. In times
lo cotme, we have to infuse
new hope and novelty. Last
year, we displayed extraor-
dinary patience and cour-
age. This year too, we have
to work hard to attain our re-
solves. We have to take our
country forward at a faster
pace.”

Vaccine success
Referring to the vaccination
exercise, Mr. Modi said jt
was the world largest and
fastest vaccination drive.
While India had vaccinat-
ed over 30 lakh frontline co-
rona wartjors in 15 days, he
said, the U.S. needed 18 days
and the U.K, 36 to reach that
figure.

India’s decision to send
vaccines (o several countries
had generated worldwide
appreciation and displayed
its capabilities and selfre-
liance in the field of
medicines.

Noting that the country
was approaching its 75th
Year of Independence, the
Prime Minister urged peo-

-ple, especially the young, to

write about freedom fighters
and incidents associated
with their struggle.

Reading out the com-
ments of a resident from
Munger in Bihar, the Prime
Minister mentioned Tarapur
Martyrs Day, when the Brit-
ish had mercilessly killed
several of a group of brave

atdirection in the future’

young patriots on February
15, 1932. The incident did
0ot receive the publicity i
should have, he said.
Speaking of the recent an-
nouncement of Padma
award winners, he said the
practice of conferring the
honour on unsung heroes
that was started g fow years
ago had been maintained,
Mr. Modi said his monthly
broadcast was an Opportuni-
ty to learn many new things
and mentioned a vegetable
market at Bowenpally in
Hyderabad which was gen-
erating electricity from ve-
getable waste; a gram pan-
chayat in Panchlula in
Haryana which used waste
water for irrigation, the peo-
ple of Tawang in Arunachal
Pradesh making Mon Shugu,
a forin of eco-friendly paper;
4 young woman entrepre-
heur growing strawberries
in Bundelkhand; women in
Jabalpur successfully run-
ning a rice mill after taking
over the reins; and an all-wg.
man crew of Air India com-
manding the longest flight
from San Francisco to -
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