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ADDRESS OF
THE GOVERNOR OF KARNATAKA
" - TO THE STATE LEGISLATURE

17-02-2020
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Honourablé Chairmén, Karnataka
Legislative Council,

Honourable Speaker, Karnataka Legislative
Assembly,

Honourable Chief Minister of Karnataka,
and

Honourable Members of the Karnataka
Legislature,

1) Iextend awarm and hearty welcome to all of
you to the joint session of the Karnataka
Legislature. I consider it a great honour and
privilegeto be blessed with an opportunity
toserve the people of Karnataka.  am hopeful
that there would be constructive discussions
on challenges facing the State, and measures
needed for improving the quality of
implementatibn during this session. Let the
focus also be on Karnataka’s progress so far
in achieving sustainable developmerit goals.
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During August 2019 to October 2019, the ‘

State suffered heavy damage to public, private
properties and standing crops in agricultural
lands due to heavy rains and floods. The State
machinery swung quickly into action along
with central agencies and undertook rescue
and relief measures on a war-footing,

My Government has sanctioned financial
assistance of Rs.5 lakh each for
reconstruction and Rs.3 lakh each for repairs
to severely damaged houses and Rs.50,000
each for partially damaged houses. The
financial assistance sanctioned for house
damage is the highest in the country. My
Government has so far releasedfinancial
assistance of Rs.827 crore to more than 1.24

' lakh damaged houses.

My Government has released Rs.6,200 each
to affected families, in addition to Rs.3,800
from SDRF/NDRF as compensation for loss
of clothing, utensils and household goods.
Rs.207 crore has been released to 2.07 lakh
families. '

- 3 -
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My Government has paid enhanced mnput
subsidy of Rs.10,000 per hectare over and
above the SDRF/ NDRF norms with a view to
provide substantial financial assistance and
succor to affected farmers. So far, my
government has paid input subsidy of
Rs.1,126 crore directly into the bank accounts
of about 6.38 lakh farmers.

My Government has released Rs.2,104 crore
towards restoration of critical infrastructure,
repair and reconstruction of damaged minor
irrigation tanks, roads and bridges, drinking
water supply works etc. These works are at
various stages of progress. My Government
will ensure that all incomplete reconstruction
works are completed at the earliest.

My Government has supported livelihood of
the affected families by providing for 150 days
of employment instead of 100 days under the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS)in the
drough‘;: and flood affected talukas.
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Watershed development has been
implemented in around 47,000 hectares ata
cost of Rs.136 crore under the Pradhana
Mantri Krishi Sinchayi Yojana. My government
intends to start the implementation of a new
scheme, “Watershed development to prevent
drought”, in 100 drought-prone talukas by
converging Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS)
and Pradhana Mantri Krishi Sinchayi Yojana
(PMKSY). |

My Government is exteﬁding financial
assistance of Rs.4,000 per annum to eligible
farmer families under the Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana in addition to
the Rs.6,000 perannum given by the Central
Government. My Government has transferred
Rs.825 crore to approximately 41 lakh
farmers’ bank accounts.

My Government has successfully
implemented the crop loan waiver scheme

- for outstanding loans up to Rs.1 lakh per

family for farmers in co-operative banks and
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overdue loans up to Rs.2 lakh per family for
farmers in commercial Banks.

Karnataka occupies a prime position in silk
production. My Government has introduced
e-auction in major cocoon markets to bring
in transparency in cocoon transactions and
to ensure fair prices. e-payment in cocoon
markets is also in progress.

Karnataka is the second largest milk
procuring State in the country. My
Government has released Rs.691crore for
payment of incentive of Rs.5 per litre of milk
to nearly 9 lakh dairy farmers till the end of
December, 2019.

My Government has provided well-equipped
veterinary mobile vehicles to 15 districts
during this year to enable them to handle
emergency cases.

Karnataka occupies 6 position in marine fish
production and 9* position in inland fish
production of country. Considering the
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sector’s potential as a powerful income and
employment generator, my Government has
continued to focus on sustainable
development of marine and inland fisheries.

Karnataka stands first among the major States
in increasing its forest cover in the period,
2017-19. My Government has implemented
various programmes to increase the forest
and tree cover. During the year 2019-20, upto
end of December, 2019, more than 41,000
hectares of plantation have been raised by
planting 2.83 crore seedlings. .

My Government has taken up irrigation
projects on priority. During the current
financial year, about 12,000 hectares of
irrigation potential has been created
throughmajor irrigation projects. Further,in
order to ensure efficient utilization of water,
administrative appi"oval has been accorded
to the modernization of Vijayanagara canal
network at an estimated cost of around
Rs.450 crore, and modernization of canal
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network of Malaprabha Project at an
estimated cost of around Rs.1,000 crore.

In addition, modernization and widening work
of Hemavathy canal has been taken up from
0-70 km with an estimated cost of about
Rs.475 crore, and administrative approval
has been accorded for modernization work
of Hemavathy canal from 70-166 km at an
estimated cost of about Rs.500 crore.

Administrative approval has also been
accorded to 21 other irrigation projects with
a total estimated cost of about Rs.4,050 crore.

My Government is giving utmost importance
to the recharge of ground water by filling up
tanks in rural areas. In this regard,
administrative approval has been granted to
4 projects with an estimated cost of Rs.496
crore for filling up about 175 tanks.

‘Secondary-treated waste water from

Bengaluru City is being used to fill up tanks
in the drought prone districts of
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Chikkaballapura and Kolara. My Government
intends to implement this scheme in other
important cities.

My Government intends to make the State
drought-proof by providing additional grants
to supplement the grants received from the
Central Government under the Atal Bhujal
Yojana for taking up ground water

management works in 41 talukas. a

My Government is happy to inform you that
Karnataka stands at No.1 position in the
country with respect to reduction of Maternal
deaths due to successful implementation of
maternal health care programmes.

Under Ayushman Bharat-Arogya Karnataka
scheme, from 26.07.2019 till date, approval
has been given for the treatment of more than
3.30 lakh beneficiaries.

My Government has enhanced the monthly
remuneration of ASHA workers from Rs.3,500
to Rs.4,000 w.e.f. 1% November 2019 and has
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released a onetime payment of Rs.3,000 to
ASHA workers as an incentive for having

transferred data to Reproductive and Child
Health(RCH]) software application.

Government of India has approved the
establishment of new medical colleges at
Chikkamagaluru, Yadagiri and Haveri
districts on a cost-sharing basis. In addition,
the State Government has also approved the
establishment of a new medical college at
Chikkaballapura.

My Government has given administrative
approval for the construction of 450-bedded
hospital each in the premises of Kodagu and
Karwar medical colleges; 300 bedded hospital
of Sri Jayadeva Institute of Cardio-Vascular
sciences and research in Kalaburagi and a
cancer care centre in Tumkur district
hospital.

To treat malnourished children, 49 nutrition
rehabilitation centres have been established
in 49 taluka hospitals.
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My Government has sanctioned mobile
mammography and cervical cancer diagnostic

units to 10 districts where cancer diagnostic
facilities are not available in the district

hospitals.

My Government has enhanced the monthly

honorarium of the Anganwadi worker from
Rs.8,000 to Rs.10,000 and the monthly
honorarium of Anganwadi helper from
Rs.4,000 to Rs.5,250. The monthly
honorarium of Village level rehabilitation
worker (VRW} and Multi-level rehabilitation
worker (MRW) have been doubled.

Action has been taken to distribute the
Bhagyalakshmi bonds pending for about 2
years to eligible beneficiaries. To promote
self-reliance among women, self-help groups
are being sanctioned loans at zero % interest.
Action is also being initiated to form 10,000
new self-help groups.

My Government has completed the i

construction of more than 1.15 lakh houses
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and has distributed 3,461 sites till December,
2019.

Under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
(PMAY (U)), construction of more than 83,000
houses along with infrastructure has been

approved at a cost of Rs.4,459 crore.

My Government has completed about sixteen
thousand rural water supply schemes at a
cost of Rs.1,752 crore till January, 2020.
25 multi-village schemes have 'beén_
completed during the year, and 7.54 lakh people'ﬁ'
have been provided with safe drinking water.

My Government has constructed 874 km of
road at a cost of Rs.695 crore as on
December, 2019 under “Namma Grama
Namma Rasthe” programme.

My Government has completed the work .
under the Podi Abhiyana Yojana in 2,452
villages and will expedite its implementation
in the remaining villages.
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My Government accords top priority to the
socio-economic development of the people
belonging to Scheduled Castes and Tribes.
Rs.30,445 crore has been allocated for SCSP/
TSP. '

My Government has provided admission to
3.73 lakh Scheduled Caste students and
Scheduled Tribe students in pre and post-
matric hostels and residential schools and
colleges during 2019-20. Around Rs.1,500
crore have been provided for maintenance
and construction works of residential schools.

In 2019-20, Rs.4,762 crore has been provided
for sanction of scholarships and education
loans to students, skill development and
livelihood development programmes etc., for
the welfare of backward classes and
minorities.

'My Government has started 276 Karnataka

public schools from standard 1 to 12 by
integrating nearby primary, high school and
pre-university colleges, with an objective to
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enhance the quality of education. A novel
concept of Water Bell’ has been introduced

during this academic year to prevent
dehydration in school children.

About 1.70 lakh girl students pursuing
degree education in 411 Government First
Grade Colleges have been granted full fee
exemption.

My Government has approved the
establishment of university at Raichurto
provide quality educational facilities to
students of Raichur and Yadagiri districts.

Indian Institute of Information Technology
(IIIT} has been sanctioned to Raichur, fulfilling
along-standing demand.

More than 33,000 candidates have been
provided skill development under the Chief
Minister Kaushalya Karnataka Yojana
(CMKKY) and Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas
Yojana (PMKVY). o
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My Government is pleased to inform you that
the State stands second in the Country as an
investment destination by attracting
investment of Rs.71 ;475 crore up to
November, 2019.

Action has been initiated to announce New
Industrial Policy for attracting investments,
new technologies and generation of additional
employment, with focus on comprehensive
industrial development in priority sectors in
Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities.

New Textile and Garment Policy 2019-24 has
been announced in November, 2019 for the
development of textile and readymade
garment sector in the State.

Karnataka continues to be the front runner
in promoting Innovation  and
Entrepreneurship. My Government has set
up the ‘Karnataka Innovation Authority’ in
November, 2019 to further strengthen the
innovation ecosystem of the State.
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A Government of Karnataka Biofincubator,‘
to nurture and support Startups in the areas
of Biopharma, has been set up in
collaboration with Manipal Academy for
Higher Education (MAHE]).

My Government has permitted the
employment of women workers during night
shifts in factories, and has prescribed strict .
terms and conditions to ensure safety of

women workers.

My Government has set upl7 courts to
exclusively try cases of POCSO Act and 14
fast-track courts for expeditious disposal of
rape and POCSO act cases.

Separate waiting lounges with necessary
facilities will be provided in all courts for the
use of women advocates.

My Government attaches priority to the
development of airports in the State.
Kalaburagi airport has been made operational
in November, 2019 and Bidar airport has
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been made operational on 7* February, 2020.
Development of airport in Shivamogga has
been taken up. Detailed project reports for
development of Hassan,Vijayapura and
Karwar airports are being prepared.

My Government is proud of the fact that
Karnataka continues to lead in the renewable
energy sector. The Ultra Mega Solar Project

.in Pavagada has been fully commissioned.

The State is in the process of establishing

‘three more Ultra Mega Renewable Energy

Power Parks each with 2,500 Mega Watt
capacity, at Koppala, Bidar and Gadaga.

My Government intends to formulate a policy
to promote standalone and grid- connected '
solar- powered agricultural pumps.

Urban development is one of the priority
areas of my Government. Mukhya Mantri
Nava Nagarothana Yojane has been approved
with an outlay of Rs.8,344 crore, and works
costing more than Rs.2,500 crore are under
progress.
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The Cauvery water supply scheme stage-V.
is being implemented at afast pace, with the
financial assistance of JICA. An additional
775 MLD of water will be available for
supplying to Bengaluru City after
commissioning of this project.

Bengaluru City Police has been using mobile
app for the purpose of passport verification
as a part of its citizen-friendly initiatives. This
facility has been extended to 812 Police
Stations all over the State to expedite
verification.

Eight new Cybercrime Economic and
Narcotics (CEN) police stations have been
established in Bengaluru for proper
investigation of increasing number of cyber
economic and narcotic offences.

An anti-terrorist unit has been set up
exclusively for Bengaluru. Emergency
Response Support System (ERSS) has been
rolled out with the assistance of the Central
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Government for providing assistance to
citizens in emergencies.

Ahigh security prison is being constructed in
Parappana Agrahara, Bengaluru to house
hardcore criminals and terrorists. Central
prisons are also being constructed in

- Vijayapura and Bidar.

My Government has approved reservation for
women in 25% of posts in police recruitment.

My Government acknowledges the tireless
work of the fire force in reducing damage due
to fire, flood and other mishaps. In the year
2019-20 till date, more than 60,000 fire and
rescue calls involving property worth more
than Rs.4,000 crore have been attended to,
and thousands of human lives have been
saved.

As the contribution of good road network to
the overall development of the State is
immense, my Government has ac;corded
approval to the implementation of SHDP
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Phase-4. It is planned to improve 10,000 km
of highway in 3 years of which improvement

of 3,692 km has been taken up in the first

stage.

Hyderabad-Karnataka Region Development
Board has been renamed as Kalyana-
Karnataka Region Development Board, in
tune with the aspirations of the people of the
region. During the year 2019-20, an allocation

- of Rs.1,500 crore has been provided to

65)

. Kalyana-Karnataka Region Development

Board. An expenditure of Rs.936 crore has
been incurred up to the end of December- .
2019. Approval for additional Rs.1,000 crore
action plan has been given.

Karnataka is known for its prudent
management of finances. Being the first State
in the country to lay out a fiscal consolidation
roadmap to improve its finances, it went on

- to achieve the fiscal and debt consolidation

targets laid out therein well ahead of the
timeline prescribed.
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Karnataka’s contribution to the Country’s
GDP is substantial. Bengaluru is known all
over the world for its talented work force and
its research and innovation ecosystem. The
two-tier cities of the State too have
tremendous potential to contribute to the
state’s progress, and we need to harness the
same through focused interventions.

I seek the cooperation of all Members in

maintaining the quality of debates and
discussions in this session. Let new ideas and
thoughts that emerge from the discussions
propel the State towards greater growth and
development. |

Jai Hind! Jai Karnataka
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